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Preface 

2013 has been an exciting year with an abundance of new findings and publications 
from the Centre. Members of the Centre have also won prizes: Luciana Quaranta for 
her PhD thesis and Volha Lazuka for her Master thesis. Members of the Centre have 
received external funding for several research projects, one of which involve 
collaboration with various centres in Europe as well as with Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology and Fudan University in China. 

The present report covers the activities within CED in 2013. It highlights findings based 
on use of the new database, for which we have closed the data gap so that we now 
have economic and demographic data on individuals and families from the beginning 
of the 19th century until today. Some of these findings lead to a question of the 
presently dominating views on long-term social development and health. 

 

Professor Tommy Bengtsson, 

Director of the Centre for Economic Demography 
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1. Research highlights – closing the gap 

One of the main aims of the centre has been to close the data gap between 1895 and 
1968 by digitising economic and demographic data on individuals living in a region in 
southern Sweden. The main part of this work is completed, which means that we for 
the first time have access to continuous information on the behaviour and destinies of 
multiple generations from the early nineteenth century until today. This allows us not 
only to follow individuals over their entire life spans but also to analyse links between 
generations. This has already resulted in several landmark studies. Examples of current 
research, using this very data, include analyses of social mobility, heights, childhood 
mortality and the lasting influence of the 1918 Spanish flu. Two dissertations have 
already been based on the new data for the 20th century, one from Lund University 
and one from University of Gothenburg. 

 

The lack of social differences in adult mortality in the past 

Life expectancy in Sweden has increased from 40 to 80 years from 1840 until today. 
During this period, mortality in infectious diseases has declined and the age at onset of 
chronic diseases has increased. Height has meanwhile grown by 14 centimetres. This 
can largely be attributed to improvements in public health systems and diets, from the 
1940s onwards, also to medical advancement, in particular antibiotics. It is generally 
believed that the large disparities in health between socio-economic groups observed 
today must have been as large in the past – the reason being that access to resources 
was at least as unevenly spread in the past as it is today. In fact, it has been argued 
that resources were even more diversely distributed in the past, before the 
development of the modern welfare state. This view is, however, only supported by 
fragmentary evidence from the past due to lack of longitudinal economic and 
demographic data (Bengtsson and van Poppel 2011). 

With our new data for a population in southern Sweden, we can show that the 
common belief is wrong. As shown in Figure 1, adult mortality in different 
socioeconomic groups was the same from the 19th century up until the 1950s, when 
social differences started to grow (Bengtsson and Dribe 2011). And this finding is not 
limited to southern Sweden. The same pattern appears in regions of the Netherlands 
and Canada as well (see Bengtsson and van Poppel 2011). This means that the 
commonly suggested underlying explanations to health differentials between different 
socio-economic groups, knowledge and access to resources, need to be revised. 
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Fig. 1 Relative risks of adult mortality 20-59, by socioeconomic status and period 
(reference group SP5 Elite=1.0), Bengtsson and Dribe (2011) 

 

The long delay in limiting family size among the workers 

Families in 19th-century Sweden, as elsewhere in Western Europe, had a large, but not 
a very large number of children. A married couple typically had five to six children, 
slightly higher among the well-off groups. Starting in the late 19th century, the number 
of children went down and by the 1930s an average family had around two children, 
which is about the same as today. With our new data, we are able to show that the 
commencement of this new behaviour varied in time between different socio-
economic groups. In fact, we can show that the elite began to limit family size already 
well before 1900, that the workers started as late as in the 1930s, with the middle-
class and farmers in between, as shown in Figure 2 (Bengtsson and Dribe 2014). During 
the course of the transition, for the first time in Sweden, workers had larger families 
than well-to-do groups. Whether the long time-delay between the elite and the 
workers was a product of differences in the need and cost for children, or a 
consequence of the elite groups being risk-taking innovators, is a challenging question 
that needs further investigations. 

 

Unskilled 
Semi-skilled 
Skilled 
Farmers, businessmen 
Elite 
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Fig. 2 Net effects of period on fertility outcomes by socioeconomic status, higher-order 
births, Bengtsson and Dribe (2014) 

 

Scarred for life – the extended arm of early childhood 

Luciana Quaranta’s thesis looked into the long-term effects of both exposure to high 
grain prices while in-utero and to infectious diseases in the first year of life using the 
new data base. Men exposed to higher than normal grain prices while in-utero showed 
higher probabilities of dying in old age, as shown in Figure 3, while such effects were 
not found for females. Both men and women exposed to a high disease load in their 
first year of life, particularly to whooping cough, presented higher probabilities of 
dying in early adulthood. Females exposed to whooping cough epidemics in their 
infancy also showed worse reproductive health; they had a lower proportion of male 
births, probably as a result of a greater incidence of miscarriages, and their offspring 
were more likely to die in their first month of life. 

Since the impact of exposure to disease in early life was found to be stronger than that 
of exposure to inadequate diet in utero it is therefore likely that disease was a more 
important factor than diet when explaining the improvements in health and longevity 
that have taken place over time and across populations. Furthermore, it has also been 
shown that, for the periods and populations considered, the long-term effects of 
exposure to disease in infancy were similar for individuals of different socioeconomic 
groups. Thus the findings in Quaranta’s dissertation are consistent with the observed 
lack of adult mortality differentials found by Bengtsson and Dribe (2011). 

Quaranta’s thesis has shown the importance of implementing policies that try to 
reduce exposure to infectious diseases in infancy and early childhood, since such 
diseases do not only affect individuals at the time of infection but also have strong 
impact on the later-life health and wellbeing of those exposed. In addition, it shows 
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the importance of following up those children which in early life are exposed to 
infectious diseases such as whooping cough, in order to limit the negative 
consequences in later ages. 

 

 

Fig. 3 Impact of a high exposure to disease in infancy on mortality over the life course 
for all individuals, Scania cohorts 1813-1898, Quaranta (2013) 

 

Luciana Quaranta received the prestigious Thirsk-Feinstein Prize for “Best 
Dissertation in Economic and Social History” in 2013 

This is the first time the prize, which is awarded by the Economic History Society, goes 
to a PhD outside the UK and the US. Previous winners have come from the Universities 
of Oxford, Cambridge, and Stanford, and from London School of Economics. The 
motivation for awarding Quaranta’s thesis, titled “Scarred for life. How conditions in 
early life affect socioeconomic status, reproduction and mortality in Southern Sweden, 
1813-1968”, was as follows: 

“The thesis analyses new evidence from the Scanian Economic Demographic Database 
and reports several notable results. Luciana uses longitudinal data to examine the 
developmental-origins hypothesis (which posits that the growing foetus and young 
children adapt or otherwise adjust their growth and development process to signals of 
nutritional conditions that will predominate throughout life). All the members of the 
Prize Committee were very impressed by the thesis but perhaps its contribution is best 
summed up in the words of the external examiner, Rick Steckel, who said that 
Luciana’s research ‘is path-breaking in a new field that I predict will engage social 
science, historical, and medical researchers for generations’.” 

In addition to the Thirsk-Feinstein Prize, Sparbanksstiftelsen Färs & Frosta awarded 
Luciana Quaranta the 2013-prize for Outstanding Doctoral Thesis at the School of 
Economics and Management. 
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Luciana Quaranta’s results have drawn both national and international attention. The 
New York Times, for example, discussed her findings on August 5, 2013. 

References: 

Bengtsson, T and Dribe, M (2011), The later emergence of socioeconomic mortality 
differentials: A micro-level study of adult mortality in southern Sweden 1815-1968, 
Explorations in Economic History, Vol  48, Pp. 389-400. 

Bengtsson, T and Dribe, M (2014), The historical fertility transition at the micro level: 
Southern Sweden 1815-1939, Demographic Research, Vol 30, Pp. 493-534. 

Bengtsson, T and van Poppel, F, (2011), Socioeconomic inequalities in death from past 
to present: An introduction, Explorations in Economic History, Vol 48, Pp. 342-356. 

Quaranta, L (2013) Scarred for life. How conditions in early life affect socioeconomic 
status, reproduction and mortality in Southern Sweden, 1813-1968. Lund. 

 

Data from the Scanian Economic Demographic Database (SEDD) is now publicly 
accessible 

The data consists of a longitudinal economic and demographic dataset containing all 
individuals living in five parishes in southern Sweden for the period 1813 to 1910. The 
individuals are followed from birth or in-migration to death or out-migration, and the 
data contains demographic and socioeconomic variables on household, family and 
individual level (see www.ed.lu.se/databases/sedd). 

 

2. CED research programme  

In the application for the CED Linnaeus Grant in 2006, the aims of the centre were set 
out to cover a number of research enhancements within the field of economic 
demography, namely to (a) improve the knowledge of individual behaviour, family 
organisation, and demographic outcomes during the period when Sweden was 
transformed from an agricultural to an industrial society and the welfare state was 
founded, (b) improve the understanding of contemporary behaviour and outcomes 
through a full life-course approach, (c) analyse the role of intergenerational factors on 
such behaviour and (d) analyse the influence of economic change and development of 
welfare institutions on behaviour and outcomes, and the macro consequences thereof.  

From 2006 when the centre was established and onwards, the cornerstone of that 
effort has been the expansion of the Scanian Economic Demographic Database (SEDD) 
by adding data on individuals and families for the period 1895 to 1968, to the already 
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existing data (up until1895/1900). From 1968 onwards, individual micro-data has been 
successfully linked from other sources such as Statistics Sweden (see below for more 
details). Closing the data gap for this period enables researchers to follow individuals 
and families through time and during societal transformations, from the 17th century 
(when the earliest records begin in some of the parishes) until present day. For the 
period 1900–1970, our knowledge has hitherto been deficient as only aggregated 
statistics have been available in digitised formats. Over the last years, we have been 
able to press forward with the work of digitising the rich individual-level data for this 
period, largely as a result of the Linnaeus Grant. A great step forward towards bridging 
the previous knowledge gap has been taken, thus opening up a new research frontier.  

SEDD is a longitudinal database at the individual level, to which demographic and 
economic information at family and household level has also been linked. At the 
initiation of the CED, the database covered nine rural parishes in western Scania from 
1646 to 1895, and contained all individuals born in, or migrated into, the parishes. 
Each individual had been tracked from birth, or time of in-migration, to death or out-
migration. The database was a combination of demographic records and information 
on occupation and landholding, and also included various community-level data. 

Since 2006, the SEDD has been complemented with information for the previously 
lacking period 1895-1969. By the end of 2012, a very detailed agreement with 
Statistics Sweden (SCB) and other national authorities that administer register-
databases in Sweden (e.g., the National Board of Health and Welfare – Socialstyrelsen 
– and the Swedish Defence Recruitment Agency, formerly The National Service 
Administration – Pliktverket) was finalised and the SEDD database was merged with 
such data. This meant that a huge step towards literally closing the data gap was 
enabled, although work still needs to be invested for some time in making sure that 
the interlinking of information is technically successful. For more detailed information 
on the SEDD, see the section Databases and data collection below. 

 

3. Research areas 

The CED’s objective is to continuously enhance the understanding of the demographic 
and economic behaviour of individuals, households and families during a period when 
society was transformed from an agrarian to a modern industrial economy with a 
developed welfare state, and at the same time shifted from being an emigrant to an 
immigrant society. Contemporary demographic conditions, working life and health are 
studied in a life-cycle perspective, from childhood to old-age. Important questions are 
how economic and genetic inheritance and socioeconomic environments influenced 
the individual both economically and demographically and what effects changes in the 
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economy and in welfare programmes had on marriage, fertility, labour market 
participation, health and mortality. 

From 2011, we have structured the research performed within the CED into five broad 
research areas. 

Research Area 1: The Demographic Transition  

The demographic transition is the major change in human history from high mortality 
and high fertility in preindustrial society to low mortality and low fertility in modern 
industrial society. It is a complex phenomenon with several simultaneous processes 
regarding migration, marriage and family formation, childbearing, and health and 
mortality. As the mortality decline in most areas started earlier than the fertility 
decline did, with only few exceptions, the transition created rapid population growth. 
Once the fertility started to go down, the proportion of elderly started to grow. The 
demographic transition is intimately connected to industrialisation and urbanisation. 
Together, these brought changed incentives for family formation and childbearing, 
new moral codes and secularisation, improved knowledge on health and disease and a 
sustained increase in living standards, thus having a major impact on mortality and life 
expectancy in the long term as well as population ageing. Recently, the post-docs at 
CED, Sol Juárez and Bárbara Revuelta Eugercios, have done research on issues related 
to socio-economic differences in birth weight (Juárez and Revuelta Eugercios 2013) 
and Revuelta Eugercios has also looked at how infant mortality rates in Madrid were 
affected by registration biases as well as by abandonment and marital status of the 
mother. The consequences of illegitimacy in the parishes included in the SEDD have 
also been investigated by Revuelta Eugercios (2013). For an overview of findings in 
regards to this research area, see above under headline 1. Research highlights. 

Research Area 2: Population Ageing 

Sweden has been and still is undergoing a process of population ageing, which is 
defined as an increase in the mean age of the population, over a period of more than 
one hundred years. Given existing problems regarding the organisation and financing 
of elderly care, as well as health-care in general, the question of how Sweden will cope 
with the large Baby Boom-generation (born in the post WWII-period) when it leaves 
the workforce and enters retirement, is becoming increasingly pressing. There are 
significant concerns regarding how the future financing of the welfare state will be 
secured. 

Population ageing has been analysed in a book from 2011 written by members of the 
centre from various disciplines, with a focus on the causes, effects, and potential 
solutions to population ageing, and also in journal articles (see Report for 2011-2012), 
with follow-ups in 2013 of the economic demographic aspects (Bengtsson and Scott 
2013a, 2013b).  The causes of population ageing are not self-evident, with most people 
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believing that this is an end result of increased longevity. Following upon Coale and 
Lee, we have shown that almost all of the population ageing up through the 1980s was 
caused by declining fertility. But since the 1980s, population ageing has been a mixed 
result of both declining fertility and increasing longevity. Certain myths about the 
solutions to population ageing have also been examined. The popular conception that 
increasing migration levels will shift the population age structure in a more favourable 
direction are proved wrong, since migration has only a marginal effect on age 
structure. Increasing fertility is not an obvious solution either, as it will lead to an 
increased dependency ratio and thereby exacerbate the problem in the short-term. 
Increased fertility would not have any positive effect on population ageing for 20-25 
years, which is the time required for these birth cohorts to enter the labour market. 

In order to deepen the analysis of population ageing in Sweden, and at the same time 
make comparisons throughout Europe, funding for a new EU FP7 project called 
AGENTA was secured in 2013 (www.agenta-project.eu) in which CED leads one of the 
included work packages, namely one on the determinants of age at retirement. 

Research Area 3: Family, Fertility and Gender  

Research at CED within the field of family, fertility and gender has during the past year 
generated a number of studies featuring interesting findings. Within this research area 
we aim to close the gap between the past and the present by pursuing research on the 
themes evolving around the work-family nexus, employing various datasets and 
methods. For example, Stanfors (2013b) shows that there was no evidence of gender 
wage discrimination when examining gender-mixed occupations and workplaces in 
1898, indicating that wage discrimination emerged with more complex organisations, 
internal labour markets and the expansion of the service sector in the first part of the 
20th century. Despite this, fundamental changes relating to both the demand side and 
the supply side of the labour market altered women’s decisions on whether and to 
what extent to participate in the labour market, particularly after 1960. Stanfors 
(2013a) shows how the interplay between market forces and policies, gradually, made 
market work a more integrated part of Swedish women’s lives. 

Although Sweden is commonly seen as a progressive forerunner when it comes to 
gender equality in the labour market, gender differences still exist, not least in the 
household context. This is commonly explained by unequal divisions of labour due to 
the presence of children and/or to couple factors. Neilson and Stanfors (2013) 
investigate the impact of parenthood on gendered time use in Scandinavia by using 
time use data from Sweden, Norway and Finland. The results indicate that there were 
gender differences in time use in all three countries, but also indicate change in that 
parenthood around year 2000 affected men and women in a more similar way than 
ten years earlier. Across Scandinavia, gendered patterns of time use in housework and 
child care showed a less traditional, gender-converging pattern. These developments 
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are associated to underlying societal changes towards greater gender equality, despite 
the economic crisis of the 1990s that hit the Scandinavian countries very differently. 
Shedding further light on household dynamics, Dribe and Nystedt (2013) explores the 
connection between educational assortative mating and gender-specific earnings 
making use of Swedish register data covering the entire population born 1960-1974. 
They find that being partnered with someone with more education (hypergamy) is 
associated with higher earnings, while partnering someone with less education 
(hypogamy) is associated with lower earnings. However, most of the differences are 
explained by selection processes, rather than being causal effects. The study by Dribe 
and Nystedt brings methodological novelty to a well-established research topic. 

Another study that makes use of nationally representative longitudinal data from 
population registers in Sweden is Stanfors and Scott (2013). Their study examines the 
intergenerational transmission of fertility patterns from mothers who had their first 
birth at young ages to their daughters, 1986–2009. It tests several mechanisms, 
including education, labour market attachment, socio-economic background, and 
family characteristics, that may intervene with the intergenerational transmission of 
reproductive behaviour, to help explain to what extent and how early motherhood is 
reproduced across generations. Maternal age at first birth was a very strong 
determinant of daughters’ entry into motherhood. Even after controlling for individual, 
background, and family factors, daughters of mothers who were relatively young when 
they started childbearing, were significantly more likely to have their first birth at 
young ages. The study sheds light on a neglected field within Swedish family 
demography. 

The research activities also bridge out to other contexts than Sweden through 
international collaborations. Within a joint project with researchers at University of 
Toronto, research on US women’s contraceptive decision is carried out, making use of 
data from different waves of the National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), with a 
particular focus on method effectiveness. In a study, motived by the fact that in the 
United States, unintended pregnancies disproportionately affect minority populations, 
Jacobs and Stanfors (2013) find that in 1995, black and Hispanic women’s use of the 
most effective reversible contraceptives did not differ from that of white women. By 
2006–2010, however, black women were substantially less likely than white women to 
use highly effective reversible contraceptive methods rather than no method. The 
findings indicate that further research is needed to identify factors that may be causing 
racial and ethnic disparities in contraceptive decisions to widen. 

Research Area 4: Immigrant Integration  

Immigrant integration has been a concern in Europe since the 1970s, both among 
decision-makers and social scientists. Since the 1970s, immigrants have been facing 
increasing difficulties to integrate economically, with present-day labour force 
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participation rates about 20 per cent lower than those of natives. Consequently, much 
social science research on integration has focused on various aspects of economic 
activities and the work life. 

While economic integration is a highly important aspect of the immigrant experience, 
our research takes a broader view on the integration process by also focusing on 
demographic and health outcomes. Demographic behaviour (e.g. intermarriage and 
fertility) as well as health outcomes are crucial indicators of the integration of different 
population groups in a society and add insights into these processes beyond the 
economic context. They reflect the adaptation degree to host country norms and 
values, but also indicate the degree of contact and exchange between societal groups. 

Research into transmission of fertility behaviour from parents to children shows that 
immigrant children tend to move towards Swedish levels in terms of timing of 
childbirth. Children of parents with early childbirth give birth later, while those with 
parents having late childbirth tend to give birth earlier (Scott and Stanfors 2013). 

Helgertz (2013) examines the transition to the Swedish labour market, comparing the 
last occupation prior to migration with the first occupation after, measured by the ISEI 
score for eleven non-Nordic countries of origin. He finds important differences in the 
initial labour market outcomes that are linked to the individual's linguistic distance. 
More specifically, individuals familiar with languages belonging to the same language 
family as Swedish and familiar with the Latin alphabet are found to enjoy an advantage 
in the initial transition to the Swedish labour market. This confirms the comparatively 
large demands for destination-specific skills in high-status occupations, favouring 
linguistically more proximate individuals. 

A study by Helgertz, Hess, and Scott (2013) focuses on the link between relative 
deprivation and the probability of sickness absence, analysing 184,000 men and 
women in Sweden between 1982 and 2001. The sample consists of working individuals 
between the ages of 19 and 65, where an individual’s degree of relative deprivation is 
measured through income compared to individuals of the same age, sex, educational 
level and educational type. In accounting for the possibility that sickness absence and 
socioeconomic status are determined by common factors, discrete-time duration 
models were estimated, accounting for unobserved heterogeneity through random 
effects. The results confirm that the failure to account for the dynamics of the 
individual’s career biases the influence from socioeconomic characteristics. Results 
consistently suggest a major influence from relative deprivation, with a consistently 
lower risk of sickness absence among the highly educated. The results suggest that 
altering individuals’ health behaviour through education appears more efficient than 
redistributive policies in reducing the reliance on sickness absence. 

Research Area 5: Pathways to Health and Well-being 
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Health inequalities in morbidity and mortality between socioeconomic groups have 
widened in recent years, breaking the trend of convergence observed in the 1950s and 
1960s. Theoretically, there exists a wide range of possible mechanisms to these 
changes. Income can, for example, be correlated with risk behaviour, which in turn 
influences people’s choice regarding diet, exercise, and smoking. But income also 
affects the ability to buy different kinds of health goods, for example health 
treatments, air bags, bicycle helmets, time at gyms, better housing and safer 
environments. Some of these factors have immediate effects on health, others a long-
lasting effect. Conditions early in life can, for example, influence the development of 
cardiovascular diseases, respiratory and allergic diseases, diabetes, hypertension and 
obesity, breast and testicular cancers, neuropsychiatric and certain other disorders. 
And some diseases are transferred from one generation to the next. Thus, while a 
long-term perspective seems necessary in all studies of health, most findings so far 
stem from cross-sectional studies. 

Our research also concerns the impact of early life factors on health. Lindström and 
Rosvall have shown associations between exposure to economic stress in childhood 
and the development of poor self-rated health (Lindström, Hansen and Rosvall 2012), 
tobacco smoking (Lindström, Modén and Rosvall 2013), and poor psychological health 
(Lindström, Fridh and Rosvall 2014), all in adulthood.  Juárez has in collaboration with 
colleagues also investigated perinatal outcomes by maternal educational level (Juárez, 
Revuelta Eugercios, Ramiro-Farinas and Viciana 2013), and maternal smoking during 
pregnancy (Juárez and Merlo 2013). Petter Lundborg (2013) found in his twin-based 
study on health returns to schooling that completed high school education had 
positive effects on self-reported health and other measures of health, also when 
controlling for early life factors, but that higher education did not yield further health 
gains.  

The Ph.D. thesis by Luciana Quaranta (2013), focussing on how early life conditions 
affects later life outcomes, is presented above under headline 1. Research highlights. 

 

4. CED organisation 

The CED is organised as an independent unit at the School of Economics and 
Management at Lund University (LUSEM) and involves researchers from three faculties 
at Lund University (School of Economics and Management, Faculty of Social Sciences 
and Faculty of Medicine) as well as from outside Lund University. Researchers come 
from the departments of Economic History, Economics and Statistics at LUSEM, the 
department of Clinical Sciences at the Faculty of Medicine at LU, and from the 
Department of Sociology and the School of Social Work at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences. 
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The CED is led by a director who acts as operative manager and who presents a yearly 
action plan, budget and a report to the board of the CED, which consists of four active 
researchers and one Ph.D. student. The director and the board approve the action 
plan, research activities, and yearly budget. They also decide on the appointment of 
the international advisory board of the organisation, the director of studies and the 
steering committee of the Research School on Economic Demography (RSED), and the 
steering committee for the Scanian Economic Demographic Database (SEDD). 

Professor Tommy Bengtsson has been the appointed director of the CED since its start 
in 2006 (for two consecutive terms, i.e. from December 31, 2006 to December 31, 
2009, and from January 1, 2010 to December 31 2012), and has been appointed for 
another two years from January 1, 2013. Professor Inga Persson has been the vice-
director for the same first two terms as Tommy Bengtsson but is from January 31, 2013 
replaced by professor Petter Lundborg (appointed for a three-year term between 
January 1, 2013 and December 31, 2015).  

The board of the CED, appointed for the same terms as the director and vice-director, 
have consisted of four full members and four deputy members, and one Ph.D. student 
representative. All board members are active researchers within the field of economic 
demography, and greatly contribute to the work on the board with insights and 
experiences in their respective disciplines and research areas. In 2013, the board of the 
CED convened for six board meetings and had the following composition: 

Prof. Tommy Bengtsson, chair  Prof. Maria Stanfors, deputy 
Prof. Petter Lundborg, vice-chair  Ph.D. Therese Nilsson, deputy 
Prof. Christopher Edling, full member Ph.D. Staffan Blomberg , deputy 
Prof. Maria Rosvall, full member   Prof. Juan Merlo, deputy 
Ph.D student representative, Hilda Ralsmark No appointed deputy 
 
 
While the main part of funding is directed to the core activities of the CED, a certain 
amount is set aside for initiatives from the researchers at CED, also in collaboration 
with scholars from outside. This way funding is given to sub-projects related to the 
annually revised action plan of the CED. In 2013, CED has also had administrative 
responsibility for two research programmes and four research projects financed by the 
Swedish Council for Research on Working Life and Social Research (FAS), and one 
research project financed by the Swedish Research Council (VR). While decisions within 
these are made by the respective PI (Martin Dribe, Petter Lundborg, Dan-Olof Rooth 
and Kirk Scott), research activities are closely related to the CED. This arrangement also 
means that the administrative costs for the CED are distributed between several 
research programmes and projects. 

Kirk Scott has been the dean and chair of the steering group for the Research School in 
Economic Demography (RSED) since 2006. The other members have been professors 
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Juan Merlo, Kristian Bolin, Dan-Olof Rooth and Martin Dribe. The members were 
appointed for a term of 2.5 years from July 1, 2009, to December 31, 2011, and the 
term has since then been prolonged for one additional year at a time. 

The steering committee for the Scanian Economic and Demographic Database (SEDD) 
consists of professor Tommy Bengtsson (who is heading the SEDD), and board 
members 2013 were professors  Martin Dribe and Juan Merlo, associate professor 
Patrick Svensson and the director of the Regional Archives in Lund, Göran Kristiansson. 

The scientific advisory board of the CED, first appointed in November 2007 for a 
mandate period of three years and re-elected in 2010 for an additional 3-year term, 
has consisted of three internationally very highly esteemed researchers: professor 
Claudia Goldin (Economics), Harvard University, professor George Davey Smith (Clinical 
Epidemiology), University of Bristol and professor Ronald D. Lee (Demography and 
Economics), University of California at Berkeley. For more detailed information, see 
below under separate heading CED Scientific Advisory Board. 

 

5. Databases and data collection 

SEDD is a longitudinal database at the individual level, to which demographic and 
economic information at family and household level has also been linked. At the 
initiation of the CED, the database covered nine rural parishes in western Scania from 
1646 to 1895, and contained all individuals born in, or migrated into, the parishes. 
Each individual is followed from birth, or time of in-migration, to death or out-
migration. The database is a combination of demographic records and information on 
occupation and landholding, and also includes various community-level data. 

Most of the work that was described in the Linnaeus Grant application from 2006 with 
regard to the extension of the SEDD was finalised in 2012. In the six-year period from 
2006 to 2012 we have followed all individuals in five of the parishes (originally nine) 
from 1895 to 1968.  From about 1815 onwards, the database now also includes 
information on population at risk, household structure and individual-level migration, 
extracted from the catechetical examination registers. In addition, information from 
tax registers on individual economic characteristics has been registered from 1862 to 
1968 for all individuals in the five parishes. 

From 2012/2013, the database is being extended in three different ways across time 
and space. First, the process of linking the existing data in SEDD to data from Statistics 
Sweden (SCB), from 1968 onwards, is more or less finalised (permission from the 
Regional Ethical Committee was granted in 2012). SCB has been coordinating the 
development of the new multi-register with data from the National Board of Health 
and Welfare, the Military Archives, the Swedish Defence Recruitment Agency, and 
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SEDD. Second, information on education, stature and health has been added to the 
database. We have included reports from midwives covering the period from the mid-
19th century to the mid-20th century and this will be supplemented with information 
further ahead in time. We have also collected information on height for males based 
on muster records covering the period from the early-19th century to the mid-20th 
century. We will also continue to add information on education and health from school 
records. Third, we have begun the extension of the database to an urban environment, 
with the aim set on registering the same information as for the five (mainly) rural 
parishes. At present, data from both church records and tax registers for the period 
1956-1968 has been registered. 

In 2013, all data for the period 1813 to 1910 have become publicly available for 
download (no-fee) on the web. The data is supplemented by a map-service set up in 
collaboration with the GIS-centre within the Lund University e-science project 
ESSENCE. The map-service provides scanned historical maps for the 19th and early-20th 
century and includes digitised objects such as houses, property units, roads and 
administrative borders. 

The extensions of the database in the last years have made SEDD entirely unique in 
Sweden. Also from an international perspective it constitutes one of very few 
databases of equivalent standard and magnitude, in which a micro-population can be 
followed from preindustrial times until today, including information not only on 
demographic events, but also on the social and economic context of individuals.  

 

6. CED research projects and other activities 

Members of the Centre were also successful in securing new external research funding 
in 2013: 

Tommy Bengtsson and Kirk Scott as co-applicants on the EU FP7 AGENTA Consortium 
Grant Agreement no: 613247, were granted 2 300,000 SEK for the project “Ageing 
Europe: An application of national transfer accounts (NTA) for explaining and 
projecting trends in public finances”. 

Martin Dribe was granted 3 597,000 SEK from Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (Swedish 
Foundation for Humanities and Social Sciences) for the project “The Scanian Economic-
Demographic Database 1650-2010”. 

Petter Lundborg was granted 2 910,000 SEK from FORTE (Swedish Research Council for 
Health, Working Life and Welfare) for the project “Economic aspects on infertility – a 
study of labour supply and intergenerational mobility among involuntary childless 
couples”. 
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Juan Merlo as PI and Sol Juárez as co-applicant were granted 7 300,000 SEK from VR 
(Swedish Research Council) for the project “Contextual effects on an individual disease 
risk: revisiting previous evidence with new methodological approaches”. 

Therese Nilsson was granted 200,000 SEK from Crafoordska Stiftelsen (Crafoord 
Foundation) for the project “Nutrition during pregnancy and socioeconomic outcomes 
later in life”. 

Therese Nilsson and Martin Karlsson were granted 2 543,000 SEK from Riksbankens 
Jubileumsfond (Swedish Foundation for Humanities and Social Sciences) for the project 
“Evaluation of pre- and post-natal care: Short- and long term effects on health and 
living standards”. 

Kirk Scott, as co-applicant on SIMSAM LUND project was granted 2 400,000 SEK from 
VR (Swedish Research Council) for analyses of determinants of age at exit from the 
labour force. 

Maria Stanfors was granted 860,000 SEK from IFAU (Institute for Evaluation of Labour 
Market and Education Policy) for the project “Lön efter möda eller lön efter kön? 
Könsskillnader före den moderna arbetsmarknadens genombrott”. 

Maria Stanfors was granted 2 740,000 SEK from VR (Swedish Research Council) for the 
project “The emergence of wage discrimination” (Lön efter möda eller lön efter kön? 
Könsskillnader före den moderna arbetsmarknadens genombrott). 

The CED and the Research School were further co-applicants for the founding of The 
Swedish National Graduate School for Comparative Science on Ageing and Health that 
was granted 15 000,000 SEK from VR (Swedish Research Council) as a total. 

CED internal projects that were carried out with internal funding in 2013 included;  

• Staffan Blomberg who was granted 435,600 SEK (excl. overhead) for the project 
“Restructuring the social care services for older persons – reformulating social 
citizenship in relation to the LOV (Act on free choice systems)” (with researcher 
Jan Petersson) 

• Juan Merlo who was granted 661,160 SEK, for the project “Traumatic events in 
early childhood and later health, and health care utilization of both the affected 
children and their families: a social epidemiological perspective” with guest 
researcher Raquel Vincente. 

• Therese Nilsson who was granted 279,000 SEK for the project “Short- and long-
term effects of free maternal care” 

• Maria Stanfors who was granted 455,000 SEK for the project “Educational 
homogamy, gender, and increasing income differentiation across Europe” 
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Members of the Centre also won prizes in 2013. Luciana Quaranta won two prizes for 
her Ph.D. thesis (see more details under 1. Research highlights) and Volha Lazuka, a 
newly recruited Ph.D. student, won the Swedish Demographic Society’s award for Best 
Master Thesis in Demography in Sweden in 2013. 

Dissertations 2013 

Dissertations by doctoral students affiliated to the Centre in 2013 include: 

• Serhiy Dekhtyar (2013) Lund Studies in Economic History 62, “Early life origins 
of health and well-being in modern Sweden”.  Date of dissertation defence was 
November 1 and the opponent was Mikko Myrskylä, Department of Social 
Policy, London School of Economics and Political Science  

• Thomas Eriksson (2013) Lund Economic Studies 172, “Empirical Essays on 
Health and Human Capital”. Date of dissertation defence was September 20 
and the opponent was Dick Durevall, School of Business, Economics and Law, 
University of Gothenburg 

• Kajsa Holmberg (2013) Lund Studies in Economic History 61, “Behind the 
counter. Female inroads, obstacles and careers in the Swedish commercial 
bank sector, 1885-1937”. Date of dissertation defence was October 15 and the 
opponent was Tom Petersson, Uppsala University  

• Andrés Palacio (2013) Lund Studies in Economic History 60, “Mind the gap, 
Inequalities in infant and child mortality: the case of Colombia, 1967-2010”. 
Date of dissertation defence was October 2 and the opponent was Diego 
Ramiro Fariñas, Institute of Economics, Geography and Demography at the 
Spanish Council for Scientific Research 

• Luciana Quaranta (2013) Lund Studies in Economic History 59, “Scarred for Life. 
How conditions in early life affect socioeconomic status, reproduction and 
mortality in Southern Sweden, 1813-1968”. Date of dissertation defence was 
June 5 and the opponent was Richard Steckel, Department of Economics, Ohio 
State University 

 

CED Scientific Advisory Board 

From the formation of the CED in 2006/2007, an International Scientific Advisory Board 
has been appointed which has consisted of three well-known international senior 
scholars: Claudia Goldin, Professor of Economics, Harvard University, George Davey 
Smith, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology, University of Bristol, and Ronald D. Lee, 
Professor of Demography and Economics, UC Berkeley.  The board gives 
recommendations regarding the research programmes, recruitment, collaborations, 
and other general issues. Between meetings of the CED board, the director maintains a 
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continuous dialogue with the three members of the scientific advisory board. The 
advisory board has been actively commenting on previous annual reports and other 
relevant reports from CED by e-mails, visits to Lund and other meetings. The 
constellation of the board is unchanged since the founding of CED and the present 
members have agreed to continue to offer their expertise until further notice. 

 

7. CED researchers 

In 2013, CED had roughly 30 senior researchers of which some are working more 
closely in several of its research activities and projects, and some are partly engaged in 
research and/or teaching performed at the CED and its Research School. In addition, 
the CED also has a number of national and foreign affiliated researchers who all have 
either worked at or visited CED for a period of time or are otherwise involved in 
research conducted by the CED. 

Tommy Bengtsson, professor Economic History 
Andreas Bergh, associate professor Economics 
Staffan Blomberg, associate professor School of Social Works 
Kristian Bolin, professor Economics, Gothenburg University 
Benny Carlson, professor Economic History 
Martin Dribe, professor Economic History 
Per Gunnar Edebalk, professor School of Social Works 
Jonas Helgertz, Ph.D. Economic History 
Sol Juárez, post-doc researcher Centre for Economic Demography 
Tobias Karlsson, Ph.D. Economic History 
Martin Klinthäll, Ph.D. Economic History, Linköping University 
Agneta Kruse, Ph.D., senior lecturer Economics 
Jan Lanke, professor Statistics 
Martin Lindström, professor, senior 
physician 

Social Medicine 

Petter Lundborg, professor Economics 
Christer Lundh, professor Economic History, Gothenburg 

University 
Carl Hampus Lyttkens, professor Economics 
Juan Merlo, professor Social Medicine 
Therese Nilsson, Ph.D. Economics 
Martin Nordin, Ph.D. Economics 
Henrik Ohlsson, Ph.D. Social Medicine 
Mats Olsson, professor Economic History 
Inga Persson, professor Economics 
Bárbara Revuelta Eugercios, post-doc 
researcher 

Centre for Economic Demography 

Dan-Olof Rooth, professor Economics, Linnaeus University 
Maria Rosvall, associate professor, senior 
physician 

Social Medicine 
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Kirk Scott, associate professor Economic History 
Maria Stanfors, professor Economic History 
Patrick Svensson, associate professor Economic History 

 

8. Seminars 

One of the most vital regular activities at the CED has since its formation been the 
regular seminar series. From the start, it was considered a priority to find a format and 
platform for social interaction as well as research exchange over the disciplinary 
borders that are incorporated in the CED in its role as a multidisciplinary milieu. Maria 
Stanfors headed the arrangement of the seminar series in 2013, as she had been doing 
for the last couple of years. On average every third week, there has been a seminar 
with a speaker either from within the CED or an invited guest researcher, to give a 
topical paper or presentation, often followed by some social arrangement. In addition, 
Ph.D. students and scholars affiliated with the CED gave seminars in their own 
department series. In the list below which shows all CED seminars held in 2013, the 
breadth and depth of the presented titles give a good illustration of the scientific 
coverage of the centre. 

Date Presenter Title  

2013-12-05 Ross MacMillan, 
Dondena Centre, 
Bocconi University, 
Milano 

Neoliberalism and Life Expectancy: A Study in the 
Political-Economy of Population Health 

2013-11-07 Berkay Özcan, 
London School of 
Economics 

The Effects of Unemployment on Fertility (co-
authored with S. Hald Andersen) 

2013-10-24 Martin Dribe and 
Jonas Helgertz, 
CED/ Dept. of 
Economic History, 
Lund University 

Intergenerational social mobility during 
industrialization: A micro-level study of a transforming 
community in southern Sweden, 1830-1968 (co-
authored with B. van de Putte) 

2013-10-10 Öystein Kravdal, 
Dept. of Economics, 
Oslo University 

Education and Fertility in Sub-Saharan Africa 

2013-09-19 Julia Jennings, 
California Institute 
of Technology 

Climate Variability and Human Migration in the 
Netherlands, 1865-1937 

2013-06-04 Richard Steckel, 
Dept. of Economics, 
Ohio State 

A Dreadful Childhood: The Long Shadow of American 
Slavery 
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2013-05-30 Sharon Sassler, 
Cornell University 

Occupational Attainment in the Early 20th Century: 
Revisiting the Role of Ethnicity, Family, and Gender 

2013-05-23 Kai Willführ, Max 
Planck Insitute for 
Demographic 
Research (MPIDR), 
Rostock 

Reproductive Behavior of Landless Agricultural 
Workers, Small Farmers and of the Economic Elite in 
the Historical Krummhörn Region (East Frisia, 
Germany, 1720-1850) 

2013-05-02 Jan Kok, Nijmegen 
Radboud University 

Differential demography in jungle compounds, Ceylon 
1760-1770 

2013-04-26 Stefanie Mollborn, 
University of 
Colorado Boulder 

Developmental Ecology in Early Childhood: 
Implications for School Readiness 

2013-04-18 Daniel Lichter, 
Cornell Population 
Centre 

Ethnic Boundaries in America: Shifting Patterns of 
Marriage and Residential Segregation among Minority 
Populations 

2013-04-04 Stefan Öberg, Dept. 
of Economic 
History, University 
of Gothenburg 

The association between infant mortality rate and 
height in individual level data, Southern Sweden 1834-
1968 

2013-03-21 Jim Oeppen, Max 
Planck Institute for 
Demographic 
Research (MPIDR), 
Rostock 

North-West European exceptional longevity in a 
global context: 1550-2000 

2013-03-14 Therese Nilsson, 
CED/ Dept. of 
Economics, Lund 
University 

Short- and long-term effects of free maternal care. 
Evidence from a natural experiment 

2013-02-07 Glenn Sandström, 
DDB/ALC, Umeå 
University 

Ready, Willing and Able - The Divorce Transition in 
Sweden 1915-1974 

2013-02-27 Martina Björkman-
Nyqvist, Stockholm 
School of 
Economics 

Information is Power: Experimental Evidence of the 
Long Run Impact of Community Based Monitoring 

2013-01-24 Martin Dribe, CED/ 
Dept. of Economic 
History, Lund 

Age heterogamy and gender-specific earnings: 
Sweden 1990-2009 (co-authored with Paul Nystedt) 
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9. To the CED relevant publications in 2013 from researchers at, or affiliated to, CED 
 
Book chapters: 

Author/-s Title In 
Bengtsson, 
Tommy; Scott, 
Kirk 

Välfärden i ett åldrande 
Sverige – en framtidsskiss i 
historisk belysning 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Bengtsson, 
Tommy; Scott, 
Kirk 

World Population in 
Historical Perspective 

The Sage Handbook of Aging, Work 
and Society, eds. Field, J., Burke, R.J., 
Cooper, C.L., Sage 

Blomberg, 
Staffan; 
Petersson, Jan 

Nyinstitutionell 
teoribildning och dynamisk 
analys – användbarhet, 
kritik och alternativ 

Förändringens entreprenörer och 
tröghetens agenter – 
Människobehandlande 
organisationer ur ett nyinstitutionellt 
perspektiv, eds. Linde, S., Svensson, 
K., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Äldreomsorgen - ekonomi 
och utveckling 

Socialgerontologi 2:1, ed. Andersson, 
L., Studentlitteratur 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Järnkanslern Otto von 
Bismarck och de första 
socialförsäkringarna 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

William Beveridge och en 
storstilad plan 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Generell eller selektiv 
välfärd? Om 
fattigvårdsstriden 1912-13 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Grundtrygghet eller 
standardtrygghet? Exempel 
från den allmänna 
sjukförsäkringen 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Arbetslöshetsförsäkringen 
och dess mångåriga 
kontrovers 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

1913 års pensionsreform De första 100 åren - svensk 
välfärdspolitik mellan historia och 
framtid, in Socialförsäkringsrapport 
2013:4, Försäkringskassan 

Hillbom, Ellen; 
Svensson, Patrick 

Introduction Agricultural Transformation in a 
Global History Perspective: , eds. 
Hillbom, E., Svensson, P., Routledge  

Nilsson, Therese; 
Bergh, Andreas 

Income inequality, health 
and development – In 
search of a pattern 

Research on Economic Inequality: 
Health and Inequality, vol. 21, eds. 
Rosa Dias, P., O’Donnell, O., Emerald 
Group Publishing Ltd. 

Olsson, Mats; Production and credits: a Agricultural transformation in a 
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Dissertations: 

Author/-s Title In 
Dekhtyar, Serhiy Early life origins of health 

and well-being in modern 
Sweden 

Lund Studies in Economic History 62 

Eriksson, Thomas Empirical Essays on Health 
and Human Capital 

Lund Economic Studies 172 

Holmberg, Kajsa Behind the counter. Female 
inroads, obstacles and 
careers in the Swedish 
commercial bank sector, 
1885-1937 

Lund Studies in Economic History 61 

Palacio, Andrés Mind the gap, Inequalities in 
infant and child mortality: 
the case of Colombia, 1967-
2010 

Lund Studies in Economic History 60 

Quaranta, 
Luciana 

Scarred for Life. How 
conditions in early life affect 
socioeconomic status, 
reproduction and mortality 
in Southern Sweden, 1813-
1968 

Lund Studies in Economic History 59 

 

Journal articles: 

Author/-s Title In 
Axelsson, Jakob 
H; Modén, Birgit; 
Rosvall, Maria; 
Lindström, 
Martin 

Sexual orientation and self-
rated health: the role of 
social capital, offence, 
threat of violence, and 
violence. 

Scandinavian Journal of Public Health 

Bergenfeldt, Wagons at Work: A Agricultural History Review 

Svensson, Patrick micro level analysis of the 
agrarian economy in Västra 
Karaby parish, Sweden 
1786-1846 

global perspective, eds. Hillbom, E., 
Svensson, P. 

Stanfors, Maria Mellan arbete och familj – 
den svenska välfärdsstaten 
och kvinnorna. 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Swärd, Hans; 
Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar; 
Wadensjö, Eskil 

Välfärd - idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv 

Vägar till välfärd: idéer, inspiratörer, 
kontroverser, perspektiv, eds. Swärd, 
H., Edebalk, P.G., Wadensjö, E., Liber 

Werner, Erika Människors upplevelser av 
pensionssystem och 
pensionsförberedelser 

De första 100 åren - svensk 
välfärdspolitik mellan historia och 
framtid, in Socialförsäkringsrapport 
2013:4, Försäkringskassan 
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Fredrik; Olsson, 
Mats; Svensson, 
Patrick 

Transport Revolution from 
Below – the Case of 
Sweden, 1750-1850 

Bergh, Andreas What are the policy lessons 
from Sweden? On the rise, 
fall and revival of a capitalist 
welfare state. 

New Political Economy 

Bergh, Andreas; 
Mirkina, Irina; 
Nilsson, Therese 

Globalization and 
institutional quality - A 
panel data analysis 

Oxford Development Studies 

Berglund, 
Helene; 
Blomberg, 
Staffan; Dunér, 
Anna; Kjellgren, 
Karin 

Organizing integrated care 
for older persons: strategies 
in Sweden during the past 
decade. 

Journal of Health Organization and 
Management 

Berglund, 
Helene; 
Wilhelmson, 
Katarina; 
Blomberg, 
Staffan; Dunér, 
Anna; Kjellgren, 
Karin; Hasson, 
Henna 

Older people's views of 
quality of care: a 
randomised controlled 
study of continuum of care. 

Journal of Clinical Nursing 

Dribe, Martin; 
Nystedt, Paul 

Educational Homogamy and 
Gender-Specific Earnings: 
Sweden, 1990–2009 

Demography 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Gustav Möller och 
arbetslöshetsförsäkringen 

Personhistorisk tidskrift 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

1913 års pensionsförsäkring 
- den första allmänna 
socialförsäkringen 

Socialvetenskaplig tidskrift 

Fischer, Martin; 
Karlsson, Martin; 
Nilsson, Therese 

Effects of Compulsory 
Schooling on Mortality: 
Evidence from Sweden 

International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public 
Health 

Gerdtham, Ulf; 
Lyttkens, Carl 
Hampus 

Vad kostar ojämlikhet i 
hälsa? (Och varför vill vi veta 
det?) 

Läkartidningen 

Giordano, 
Giuseppe Nicola; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Rosvall, Maria; 
Lindström, 
Martin 

Testing the association 
between social capital and 
health over time: a family-
based design. 

BMC public health 

Hansson, Åsa; 
Olofsdotter, 
Karin 

FDI, taxes and 
agglomeration economies in 
the EU15 

Applied Economics 

Helgertz, Jonas Pre- to Post-Migration 
Occupational Mobility of 

Population Research and Policy 
Review 
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First Generation Immigrants 
to Sweden from 1970-1990: 
Examining the Influence of 
Linguistic Distance 

Helgertz, Jonas; 
Hess, Wolfgang; 
Scott, Kirk 

Relative Deprivation and 
Sickness Absence in Sweden 

International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public 
Health 

Helgertz, Jonas; 
Vågerö, Denny 

Small for gestational age 
and adulthood risk of 
disability pension: The 
contribution of childhood 
and adulthood conditions. 

Social Science & Medicine 

Isma, Nazim; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Svensson, Peter; 
Lindblad, Bengt; 
Gottsäter, Anders 

Socioeconomic factors and 
concomitant diseases are 
related to the risk for 
venous thromboembolism 
during long time follow-up. 

Journal of Thrombosis and 
Thrombolysis 

Ivert, Anna-Karin; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Svensson, 
Robert; 
Torstensson-
Levander, Marie 

How are immigrant 
background and gender 
associated with the 
utilisation of psychiatric care 
among adolescents? 

Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric 
Epidemiology 

Ivert, Anna-Karin; 
Torstensson-
Levander, Marie; 
Merlo, Juan 

Adolescents' utilisation of 
psychiatric care, 
neighbourhoods and 
neighbourhood 
socioeconomic deprivation: 
a multilevel analysis. 

PloS one 

Jacobs, 
Josephine; 
Stanfors, Maria 

Racial and Ethnic 
Differences in U.S. Women's 
Choice of Reversible 
Contraceptives, 1995-2010 

Perspectives on Sexual and 
Reproductive Health 

Janlöv, Nils; 
Anell, Anders; 
Lyttkens, Carl 
Hampus 

Kan satsningar i 
primärvården öka 
produktiviteten i 
sjukvården? 

Ekonomisk debatt 

Juárez, Sol; 
Merlo, Juan 

Revisiting the effect of 
maternal smoking during 
pregnancy on offspring 
birthweight: a quasi-
experimental sibling analysis 
in Sweden 

PLoS one 

Juárez, Sol; 
Merlo, Juan 

The effect of Swedish snuff 
(snus) on offspring 
birthweight: a sibling 
analysis. 

PloS one 

Juárez, Sol; 
Revuelta 
Eugercios, 

Socioeconomic Differences 
in Low Birth Weight: 
Revisiting Epidemiological 

Revista Espanola de Investigaciones 
Sociologicas 
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Bárbara Approaches 
Juárez, Sol; 
Revuelta 
Eugercios, 
Bárbara; Ramiro-
Fariñas, Diego; 
Viciana-
Fernández, 
Francisco 

Maternal Education and 
Perinatal Outcomes Among 
Spanish Women Residing in 
Southern Spain (2001-2011). 

Maternal and Child Health Journal 

Karlsson, Tobias The Dynamics of 
Downsizing: The Swedish 
Tobacco Monopoly in the 
1920s 

Enterprise & Society 

Kendler, K.; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Sundquist, 
Kristina; 
Sundquist, Jan 

A latent class analysis of 
drug abuse in a national 
Swedish sample 

Psychological Medicine 

Lindström, 
Martin 

Risk factor-based 
interventions or population-
based smoking policy 
initiatives in tobacco 
smoking prevention? A reply 
to Najman (2013) 
concerning commentary on 
Lindström et al. (2013). 

Addiction (Abingdon, England) 

Lindström, 
Martin; Modén, 
Birgit; Rosvall, 
Maria 

A life course perspective on 
economic stress and 
tobacco smoking: a 
population based study. 

Addiction (Abingdon, England) 

Lundborg, Petter The health returns to 
schooling - what can we 
learn from twins? 

Journal of Population Economics 

Lundborg, Petter; 
Lindeboom, 
Maarten; 
Mastrogiacomo, 
Mauro; van 
Duijn, Mark 

Expected and actual 
replacement rates in the 
pension system of the 
Netherlands: how and why 
do they differ? 

Journal of Pension Economics and 
Finance 

Lundborg, Petter; 
Nystedt, Paul; 
Rooth, Dan-Olof 

Height and Earnings: The 
Role of Cognitive and Non-
Cognitive Skills 

Journal of Human Resources 

Martin, Karlsson; 
Nilsson, Therese; 
Pichler, Stefan 

Effekten av spanska sjukan 
på ekonomiska utfall i 
Sverige 

Ekonomisk Debatt 

Modén, Birgit; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Rosvall, Maria 

Psychotropic drugs and 
falling accidents among the 
elderly: a nested case 
control study in the whole 
population of Scania, 
Sweden. 

Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health 
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Modén, Birgit; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Rosvall, Maria 

Psychotropic drugs and 
accidents in Scania, Sweden. 

European Journal of Public Health 

Modén, Birgit; 
Ohlsson, Henrik; 
Merlo, Juan; 
Rosvall, Maria 

Risk factors for diagnosed 
intentional self-injury: A 
total population-based 
study. 

European Journal of Public Health 

Neilson, Jeffrey; 
Stanfors, Maria 

Re-Traditionalisation of 
Gender Relations in the 
1990s? The Impact of 
Parenthood on Gendered 
Time Use in Three 
Scandinavian Countries 

Journal of Contemporary European 
Studies 

Nilsson, Therese; 
Bergh, Andreas 

When more poor means less 
poverty: On income 
inequality and purchasing 
power 

Southern Economic Journal 

Nordin, Martin Immigrant School 
Segregation in Sweden 

Population Research and Policy 
Review 

Nordin, Martin Does the Decoupling Reform 
Affect Agricultural 
Employment in Sweden? 
Evidence from an 
Exogenous Change 

Journal of Agricultural Economics 

Nordin, Martin; 
Dackehag, 
Margareta; 
Gerdtham, Ulf 

Socioeconomic inequalities 
in drug utilization for 
Sweden: Evidence from 
linked survey and register 
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10. International collaborations 

The Centre has a large international collaboration within Ph.D. education, which is 
reported under the CED’s Research School (below). A new initiative in comparative 
research collaboration on the micro-demography of 20th-century Europe and America, 
the EurAmerica Project, was recently taken by members of the CED. Collaboration with 
researchers working on population ageing from all over Europe was initiated in spring 
2013. This new consortium received EU FP7 for the project AGENTA, which started in 
January 2014. Another recently initiated project on population ageing involves scholars 
from the HKUST and Fudan University as well from several disciplines at Lund 
University. The CED has also continued its collaborations within the EurAsia Project on 
Population and Family History (EAP), involving scholars from six countries. 

Since 2011, the Centre has cooperation with the University of Toronto, within the 
scope of the research project “Health Insurance, Abortion Policies, and Women‘s 
Choice of Contraception in the United States”, with principal investigator professor 
Maria Stanfors. Josephine Jacobs at the Institute of Health Policy, Management, and 
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Evaluation at the University of Toronto is working with Stanfors on this project. The 
Centre has provided the project with research funding for travelling and the 
progression of the project has thus been made possible. The aim of the project is to 
analyse women’s decision to use a specific form of contraceptives by applying an 
economic-theoretic framework that takes into consideration not only present but also 
future family planning costs. In this respect access to insurance as well as to abortion 
become important as these potentially influence the price of different contraceptives 
and thereby also an efficient use of contraceptives. One article on how differences in 
effective contraceptive usage arose between white and black women and how these 
increased between 1995 and 2008 has been completed and one more article has been 
produced on how US women at an early stage tend to internalise future costs linked to 
unwanted pregnancies and thus use more effective contraceptives. Two more articles 
are in progress that will be finalised by the end of the project period (fall 2014) but 
further cooperation is planned to commence 2014/15, likely as a post-docs exchange 
with focus on informal care work in Sweden and how this is constructed from a gender 
perspective and how it can be attributed an economic value. 

CED is also founding member of the ESF project European Historical Population Sample 
Network (EHPS), which aims at developing tools to standardise the data structure so as 
to make data management and comparative research more efficient. 

 

11. In media 

Starting in 2012, the CED has posted press and media activities on the CED’s website 
when members of the CED have presented research of public interest. Some examples: 
The dissertation in June 2013 by CED researcher Luciana Quaranta was discussed in NY 
Times. In an article published August 5, results from Quaranta’s doctoral thesis 
“Scarred for life. How conditions in early life affect socioeconomic status, reproduction 
and mortality in Southern Sweden, 1813-1968” are discussed with great interest. 
Quaranta, who is member of the CED and Ph.D. in Economic History since June 2013, 
has presented historical evidence that shows how being born during whooping cough 
epidemics had negative effects on health in adult life, a finding that also has bearing 
for modern medical treatments. 

The article “Racial and Ethnic Differences in US Women’s Choice of Reversible 
Contraceptives, 1995-2010” by Josephine Jacobs and Maria Stanfors (2013) received 
attention in US media featuring news on women’s health (for example through the 
National Partnership for Women & Families). 

In September 2013, Maria Stanfors participated in a series of TV broadcasts featuring 
researchers from Lund University (Lundaforskare föreläser, Kunskapskanalen). The 
lecture is available online. 
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12. The Research School 

The Research School has continued to hold a yearly conference for Ph.D. students 
(from 2006 and onwards), developed intensive courses on substantive issues, for 
example on early-life stress factors, as well as held methodological workshops. The 
focus of the research school changed somewhat, if only temporarily, between 2009 
and 2011. The CED was then chosen to host the European Doctoral School of 
Demography (EDSD), a one-year training programme for Ph.D. students in 
demography, for two consecutive years.  

CED’s involvement in the EDSD has continued following the move from Lund, providing 
teachers in courses on historical demography and on consequences of population 
change as well as board members. 

The annual Ph.D. student conference arranged by the Research School is held in May, 
and welcomes circa 10-12 Ph.D. students. It is primarily aimed at students from 
Sweden or students using Swedish data. The format of the conference is to invite 
senior researchers from a variety of fields to comment on the Ph.D. students’ current 
work. The students are allocated 50 minutes each for presentation/discussion of 
his/her paper, and there is also time for informal discussions outside the scheduled 
sessions. The Research School covers travel, lodging, and meals for the senior 
researchers, and lodging and meals for the Ph.D. students. The student’s own home 
institution/university is expected to provide some co-funding, hence travel costs are 
not included in the Research School budget. During the Ph.D. student conference, 
members of the Research School’s advisory board are invited to serve as discussants, 
and to assess what the school has done in the past year, and what courses may be of 
interest to the home departments/universities of the advisory board members. 

The Research School has just concluded a joint research training programme called 
DemoDoc, which has been partially financed by the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD). DemoDoc has been a product of collaboration between Lund 
University, Rostock University, The University of Rome (La Sapienza), and the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona, and has involved joint supervision of Ph.D. 
students, and a programme held in the fall semester where demographic theories and 
methods have been taught. The ultimate goal of DemoDoc has been to develop a joint 
degree Ph.D. programme, in which Lund University and Rostock University will 
combine teaching resources leading to one single degree, jointly granted by the 
universities. This goal has not yet been materialised due to various organisational 
obstacles, but discussions are still underway, in major parts thanks to the successful 
dual-mentoring system developed during the duration of the DemoDoc programme. 
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The Research School’s courses have also in 2013, as in previous years, attracted 
students from all over Europe, and in addition, from the US and China, implying that it 
is highly regarded by members of many research groups. One important by-product of 
this is that the participation of diverse Ph.D. students expands the international 
network of the CED, both among Ph.D. students and senior researchers. A good 
example of this networking is that two visiting researchers chose to come to Lund for a 
period (6 months each) following their dissertations as a direct result of their 
participation in an intensive course offered by the Research School. 

In addition to the courses offered, the Research School has become a valuable tool in 
furthering the abilities of Ph.D. students affiliated to the CED. To this end, the School 
covers costs for shorter training courses held at other universities, when there is a 
relevant link to their dissertation topic and similar courses are not available at LU. The 
Research School also covers part or all of the expenses associated with the affiliated 
Ph.D. students’ presentations of research at academic conferences and workshops. 
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