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Preface 

In June 2006, Lund University was awarded the Swedish Research Council’s Linnaeus 
Grant for the Centre for Economic Demography (CED) as one of in total twenty 
Linnaeus grants awarded in competition with all sciences in Sweden. The Centre has 
established itself since then and made important contributions to several research 
areas at the same time as it has made long-term investments in order to close the gap 
between historical and contemporary data bases. The mid-term evaluation of the 
Centre by the Swedish Research Council in 2012, based on a self-evaluation, was 
favourable and the Centre was awarded additional grants as a result. The present 
document covers the activities within CED 2011-2012. The research activities for 
previous years, 2006-2010, have been documented in annuals reports and reports to 
the Swedish Research Council. 

 

 

 

Professor Tommy Bengtsson, 

Director of the Centre for Economic Demography 

  



 3  

 

1. CED research program  

In the application for the CED Linnaeus grant in 2006, the aims of the centre were set 
out to cover a number of research enhancements within the field of economic 
demography, namely to (a) improve the knowledge of individual behaviour, family 
organisation, and demographic outcomes during the period when Sweden was 
transformed from an agricultural to an industrial society and the welfare state was 
founded, (b) improve the understanding of contemporary behaviour and outcomes 
through a full life-course approach, (c) analyse the role of intergenerational factors on 
such behaviour and (d) analyse the influence of economic change and development of 
welfare institutions on behaviour and outcomes, and the macro consequences thereof.  

The cornerstone of that effort has been the expansion of the Scanian Economic 
Demographic Database (SEDD) by  adding data on individuals and families from the 
period 1895 to 1968 to the already existing data up until1895/1900 (from 1968 
onwards, individual micro-data has been successfully linked to data from other sources 
such as Statistics Sweden, see below  for more details). Closing the data gap for this 
period enables researchers to follow individuals and families through time and societal 
transformations, from the 17th century until present day. For the period 1900–1970, 
the knowledge has been deficient as only aggregated statistics has been available in 
digitised formats. Over the last years, we have been able to press forward with the 
work of digitising the rich individual-level data for this period, largely as a result from 
the Linnaeus Grant. This means that it has been possible to take a great step forward 
towards bridging this knowledge gap, thus opening up a new research frontier.  

SEDD is a longitudinal database at the individual level, to which demographic and 
economic information at family and household level has also been linked. At the 
initiation of the CED, the database covered nine rural parishes in western Scania from 
1646 to 1895, and contained all individuals born in, or migrated into, the parishes. 
Each individual has been tracked from birth, or time of in-migration, to death or out-
migration. The database is a combination of demographic records and information on 
occupation and landholding, and also includes various community-level data. 

Since 2006, the SEDD has been completed with information for the previously lacking 
period 1895-1969. By the end of 2012, the very detailed agreement with Statistics 
Sweden (SCB) and other national authorities administering register data bases in 
Sweden (e.g. the National Board of Health and Welfare – Socialstyrelsen – and the 
Swedish Defence Recruitment Agency, formerly The National Service Administration – 
Pliktverket) were finalised and the SEDD database merged with data from these other 
databases. This meant a huge step towards literally closing the data gap, although 
work still needs to be invested for some time in making sure that the interlinking of 
information is technically successful. For more detailed information on the SEDD, 
please see the section Databases and data collection below. 
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2. Research areas 

The Centre’s objective is to continuously enhance the understanding of the 
demographic and economic behaviour of individuals, households and families during a 
period when society was transformed from an agrarian to a modern industrial 
economy with a developed welfare state, and at the same time shifted from being an 
emigrant to an immigrant society. Contemporary demographic conditions, working life 
and health are studied in a life-cycle perspective, from childhood to old-age. Important 
questions are how economic and genetic inheritance and socio-economic 
environments influence the individual both economically and demographically and 
what effects changes in the economy and in welfare programs have on marriage, 
fertility, labour market participation, health and mortality. 

From 2011, we have structured the research within the Linnaeus program into five 
broad research areas. 

Research Area 1: The Demographic Transition  

The demographic transition is the major change in human history from high mortality 
and high fertility in preindustrial society to low mortality and low fertility in modern 
industrial society. It is a complex phenomenon with several simultaneous processes 
regarding migration, marriage and family formation, childbearing and health and 
mortality. Since the mortality decline started earlier than the fertility decline 
everywhere, with a few exceptions, the transition created rapid population growth. 
When fertility started to decline, the proportion elderly started to grow. The 
demographic transition is intimately connected to industrialization and urbanization. 
Together they meant changed incentives for family formation and childbearing, new 
moral codes and secularization, better knowledge about health and disease and a 
sustained increase in living standards, thus having a major impact on mortality and life 
expectancy in the long term as well as population ageing. 

In the more recent period researchers at the CED have been working on determinants 
of mortality decline in the transition, in particular the importance of socioeconomic 
status, early-life conditions and short-term economic fluctuations. The recent update 
of the SEDD has enabled us to cast light on the historical development of social 
differences in adult mortality (Bengtsson & Dribe 2011). In the rather homogenous 
area that is covered by SEDD, no sign of differentiated adult mortality appears until in 
the 1950s and 1960s. Exploring similar newly developed databases, we have also been 
able to show that this result is not unique for the area, but also found elsewhere 
(Bengtsson & van Poppel 2011). 

Our research on the impact of short-term economic fluctuations has shown a high 
degree of vulnerability which can be interpreted as an immediate indicator of (low) 
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standard of living. During the mortality transition this vulnerability diminished but not 
until the second half of the 19th century. During the agricultural revolution in the first 
half of the century the vulnerability of landless labourers instead increased. In a recent 
publication we could also demonstrate an insurance effect of living in manorial areas, 
although it was only effective in the short-term (Dribe, Olsson & Svensson 2011). 

Intergenerational social mobility was quite frequent in rural preindustrial society. 
Downward mobility was more prevalent than upward, and also increased over time. 
Social attainment and mobility were determined by a combination of inherited factors 
and individual agency. In a recent study we were able to link the seasonality in 
marriage to structural changes in the economy, showing the usefulness of 
demographic indicators to analyse profound economic and societal change for which 
we lack direct data (Dribe & Van de Putte 2011). 

Related to this we have also looked at transfers of land and especially how this was 
done within family and kin-networks. Both among freeholding farmers and manorial 
tenants, transfers within the family were of great importance. On manorial land, the 
landowner sometimes interfered but mainly in response to mismanagement of farms, 
while in other cases transfer of tenancies was often done within the family just as on 
free land (Dribe, Olsson & Svensson 2011). Over time, as the value of the land became 
more apparent with the emergence of a land market, more transfers were made 
outside the family, which had an impact on the patterns of social attainment. 

Research Area 2: Population Ageing 

Sweden has been undergoing a process of population ageing, which is defined as an 
increase in the mean age of the population, over a period of more than one hundred 
years. Given existing problems regarding the organization and financing of elderly care, 
as well as healthcare in general, the question of how Sweden will cope with the large 
Baby Boom generation when it leaves the workforce and enters retirement is 
becoming increasingly pressing. There are significant worries concerning how the 
future financing of the welfare state will be secured. 

Population ageing has been analysed in a recent book written by members from 
various disciplines of the centre, with a focus on the causes, effects, and potential 
solutions to population ageing (Bengtsson & Scott 2011, 2012).  The causes of 
population ageing are not self-evident, with most people believing that this is an end 
result of increased longevity. Following upon Coale and Lee, we have shown that 
almost all of the population ageing up through the 1980s was caused by declining 
fertility. But since the 1980s, population ageing has been a mixed result of both 
declining fertility and increasing longevity. Certain myths about the solutions to 
population ageing have also been examined. The popular conception that increasing 
migration levels will shift the population age structure in a more favourable direction 
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are proved wrong, since migration has only a marginal effect on age structure. 
Increasing fertility is not an obvious solution either, as it will lead to an increased 
dependency ratio and thereby exacerbate the problem in the short-term. Increased 
fertility would not have any positive effect on population ageing for 20-25 years, which 
is the time required for these birth cohorts to enter the labour market. 

Since population ageing is a serious threat to the modern welfare state, the various 
aspects of how the state is affected are discussed. Both healthcare and elderly care are 
sectors currently financed by the Swedish government. These sectors will face serious 
pressures in the next 40 years, problems that are dissected in-depth. The pension 
system is shown to be financially stable in the face of population ageing, but to be 
politically unstable. While the pension system is likely to survive, the replacement ratio 
to each retiree will decrease, probably leading to pressure for reform. The potential to 
maintain the current standard of living for retirees in the face of an ageing population 
is debated in terms of raising taxes and extending the number of years worked. 
Solutions may be found in increasing the retirement age to 70 years, which is not 
unthinkable given the improving health among those in their 60s. A tax solution does 
not seem possible, given the mobility within the EU of both workers and capital – the 
only tax which can conceivably be raised is the tax on real estate, an asset which is by 
definition immobile. 

Research Area 3: Family, Fertility and Gender 

Issues related to the role of women in the economy and to gender and family were 
identified and put on the research agenda from the 1980s onwards. Nowadays, the 
incorporation of a gender perspective includes men as well as women, and concerns 
about masculinities as well as femininities. 

Research at CED within the field of family, fertility and gender has generated a number 
of studies and interesting findings. When analysing family life among the highly 
educated, we find that, quite unexpectedly, so called power couples are more likely to 
continue childbearing, and less likely to separate, than other couples, all else being 
equal. This implies that despite the expected higher opportunity costs of childbearing 
and small gains to specialization, those who start a family combine careers and 
continued childbearing. In many ways, Sweden stands out as a demographic 
forerunner in international comparisons. Our findings confirm this in many respects. 

Several projects devote attention to the ethnicity dimension of family formation. 
Immigrants from countries categorized as distant to native standards with regards to 
values are less likely to intermarry with natives than are immigrants from more 
culturally proximate countries. Mixed couples face higher dissolution risks than do the 
endogamous. The disruptive effect increases with value dissimilarity between the 
spouses. Results also reveal large intermarriage premiums, but for most immigrants 
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this is mainly a result of selection. For the most economically marginalized, however, 
results indicate that marrying a native woman has a causal effect on earnings (Dribe & 
Lundh 2011). Demographic integration has also been studied for the second 
generation from a gender perspective. There is an adherence to a common pattern for 
entry into parenthood that supports the notion of integration and gradual adjustment 
among the second generation to a Swedish childbearing norm, most likely supported 
by institutional factors, working through economic incentives (Scott & Stanfors 2011).  

Research Area 4: Immigrant Integration 

Immigrant integration has been a concern in Europe since the 1970s, both among 
decision-makers and social scientists. Since the 1970s, immigrants have been facing 
increasing difficulties to economically integrate, with labour force participation rates 
today about 20 per cent lower than those of natives. Consequently, much social 
science research on integration has focused on various aspects of economic activities 
and the work life. 

While economic integration is a highly important aspect of the immigrant experience, 
our research takes a broader view on the integration process by also focusing on 
demographic and health outcomes. Demographic behaviour as well as health 
outcomes are crucial indicators of the integration of different population groups in a 
society and add insights into these processes beyond the economic context. They 
reflect the adaptation degree to host country norms and values, but also indicate the 
degree of contact and exchange between societal groups and the living standards of 
the groups in question. 

At the same time economic, demographic and health integration processes are not 
separate entities but are often highly interrelated, making it even more relevant to 
study them together. For example, while demographic integration is at least partly 
conditioned by economic integration, it may also facilitate economic integration itself. 

From an individual perspective, an immigrant’s economic integration could be 
facilitated by host country human capital investments such as language skills, while it 
could be hindered by ethnic dis-crimination. Our research has considered both these 
outcomes.  

Our research into health integration has covered both differences in mortality and in 
more general health outcomes. Mortality from cardiovascular diseases is higher among 
immigrants than among native Swedes; in particular among immigrants from Finland 
and Eastern Europe. It is not clear whether the high mortality persists from the country 
of birth or is a result of migration. 
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Research Area 5: Pathways to Health and Well-being 

Health inequalities in morbidity and mortality between socioeconomic groups have 
widened in recent years, breaking the trend of convergence observed in the 1950s and 
1960s. Theoretically, there exists a wide range of possible mechanisms to these 
changes. Income can, for example, be correlated with risk behaviour, which in its turn 
has an influence on people’s choices regarding diet, exercise, and smoking. But income 
also affects the ability to buy different kinds of health goods, for example health 
treatments, air bags, bicycle helmets, time at gyms, better housing and safer 
environments. Some of these factors have immediate effects on health, others a long-
lasting effect. Conditions early in life can, for example, influence the development of 
cardiovascular diseases, respiratory and allergic diseases, diabetes, hypertension and 
obesity, breast and testicular cancers, neuropsychiatric and certain other disorders. 
And some diseases are transferred from one generation to the next. Thus, while a 
long-term perspective seems necessary in all studies of health, most findings so far 
stem from cross-sectional studies. 

Our research concerning social contexts and geographic areas/neighbourhoods and 
their effects on health and social inequalities in health is internationally acknowledged. 
The research concerning social contexts and socioeconomic conditions and how they 
affect population health also involves social capital, i.e. a characteristic of social 
relations and trust between individuals, groups, organisations and institutions. In the 
international debate, the social capital literature in public health has been criticized by 
so-called neo-materialists for neglecting active material conditions/deprivation, 
welfare politics and public health policy (see Lindström 2011). Studies including 
material factors as opposed to social capital contextual determinants have been 
conducted in longitudinal studies (e.g., Giordano and Lindström, 2011a, b). We have 
analysed family/household as a context for the generation of social capital and health 
by including family/household as a second level between individuals (first level) and 
geographic areas (third level) in three-level analyses based on the unique British 
Household Panel Survey (BHPS), which is sampled on family/household rather than 
individuals (Giordano, Ohlsson & Lindström 2011). This multilevel design will also be 
applied to other outcomes such as mental health and smoking. The association 
between social capital and health may reflect confounding by factors such as 
personality or early childhood environment, which are not usually measured and 
almost never taken into account in previous studies. 

Our research also concerns the impact of early life factors on health. Investigations by 
Lindström and Rosvall between early exposure to passive smoking and development of 
allergy found children with heredity for allergy in the same data material (Hansen, 
Mangrio, Lindström & Rosvall 2011). 
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A study of effects of conditions in early-life on mortality using the Swedish Longitudinal 
Immigrant Database (SLI) revealed that current SEP in Sweden was more strongly 
associated with mortality than the two early-life indicators infant mortality rate (IMR) 
and GDP per capita in the year of birth in the country of birth (Klinthäll & Lindström 
2011). 

3. CED organisation 

The CED is organised as an independent unit at the School of Economics and 
Management at Lund University (LUSEM) and involves researchers from three faculties 
at Lund University (School of Economics and Management, Faculty of Social Sciences 
and Faculty of Medicine) as well as from outside Lund University. Researchers at the 
centre come from the departments of Economic History, Economics and Statistics at 
LUSEM, the department of Clinical Sciences at the Faculty of Medicine at LU, and from 
the School of Social Work at LU. 

The CED is led by a director who acts as operative manager and who presents a yearly 
action plan, budget and report to the board that consists of four active researchers and 
one Ph.D. student. The director and the board approve the action plan, research 
activities, and yearly budget. They also decide on the appointment of the international 
advisory board of the organisation, the director of studies and the steering committee 
of the Research School on Economic Demography (RSED), and the steering committee 
for the Scanian Economic and Demographic Database (SEDD). 

Professor Tommy Bengtsson has been the appointed director of the CED since its start 
in 2006 (for two consecutive terms, i.e. from December 31, 2006 to December 31, 
2009, and from January 1, 2010 to December 31 2012), and has been appointed for 
another two years from January 1, 2013. Professor Inga Persson has been the vice-
director for the same first two terms as Tommy Bengtsson but is from January 31, 2013 
replaced by Associate professor Petter Lundberg (appointed for a three-year term 
between January 1, 2013 and December 31, 2015).  

The board of the CED, appointed for the same terms as the director and vice-director, 
have consisted of four full members and four deputy members, and one Ph.D. student 
representative. All board members are active researchers within the field of economic 
demography, and greatly contribute to the work on the board with insights and 
experiences in their respective disciplines and research areas. The board has had the 
following composition between 2010 and 2012: 
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Prof. Tommy Bengtsson, chair  Assoc. prof. Maria Stanfors, deputy 
Prof. Inga Persson, vice-chair  Assoc. prof. Petter Lundborg, deputy 
Assoc. prof. Staffan Blomberg , full member Prof. Mats Olsson, deputy 
Prof. Martin Lindström, full member  Prof.r Juan Merlo, deputy 
Ph.D student representative Elvira Andersson/ No appointed deputy 
-from 2011 replaced by Hilda Ralsmark 
 

In 2011, the board of the CED convened for seven board meetings and in 2012, the 
board met six times with recorded minutes. It is of essence to clarify that from spring 
2011 to October 2011, much of the internal work efforts were directed towards the 
presentation of the paramount scientific five-year report to the Swedish Research 
Council (VR). This vast report should also be considered as an extended report for 2010 
and 2011, as well as an activity plan for 2012 and beyond.  

While the main part of funding is directed to the core activities of the CED, a certain 
amount is set aside for initiatives from the researchers at CED, also in collaboration 
with scholars from outside. This way funding is given to sub-projects related to the 
annually revised action plans of the CED. In 2011-2012, CED has also had 
administrative responsibility for two research programs and four research projects 
financed by the Swedish Council for Research on Working Life and Social Research 
(FAS), and one research project financed by the Swedish Research Council (VR). While 
decisions within these are made by the respective PI (Martin Dribe, Petter Lundborg, 
Dan-Olof Rooth and Kirk Scott), research activities are closely related to the CED. This 
arrangement also means that the administrative costs for the CED are distributed 
between several research programmes and projects. 

Kirk Scott has been the dean and chair of the steering group for the Research School in 
Economic Demography (RSED) since 2006. The other members have comprised 
Professors Juan Merlo, Kristian Bolin, and Dan-Olof Rooth and Martin Dribe. The 
members were appointed for a term of 2.5 years from July 1, 2009, to December 31, 
2011, and the term was then prolonged for one additional year.  

The steering committee for the Scanian Economic and  Demographic Database (SEDD) 
consists of Professor Tommy Bengtsson (who is heading the SEDD), and board 
members 2009-2012 were Professors  Martin Dribe and Juan Merlo, Associate 
professor Patrick Svensson, and the late director of the Regional Archives in Lund Jan 
Dahlin. Dahlin died in 2009 and was replaced by Lars Jörwall in 2010. 

The scientific advisory board of the CED, first appointed in November 2007 for a 
mandate period of three years and re-elected in 2010 for an additional 3-year term, 
consists of three internationally very highly esteemed researchers: Professor Claudia 
Goldin (Economics), Harvard University, Professor George Davey Smith (Clinical 
Epidemiology), University of Bristol and Professor Ronald D. Lee (Demography and 
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Economics), University of California at Berkeley. For more detailed information, please 
see below under separate heading CED Scientific Advisory Board. 

4. Databases and data collection 

SEDD is a longitudinal database at the individual level, to which demographic and 
economic information at family and household level has also been linked. At the 
initiation of the CED, the database covered nine rural parishes in western Scania from 
1646 to 1895, and contained all individuals born in, or migrated into, the parishes. 
Each individual is followed from birth, or time of in-migration, to death or out-
migration. The database is a combination of demographic records and information on 
occupation and landholding, and also includes various community-level data. 

Most of the work of extending the SEDD that was stated in the Linnaeus project plan 
was finalised in 2012. In the six-year period from 2006 to 2012 we have followed all 
individuals in five of the originally nine parishes from 1895 to 1968.  From about 1815 
onwards, the database now also includes information on population at risk, household 
structure and individual level migration, extracted from the catechetical examination 
registers. In addition, information from tax registers on individual economic 
characteristics has been registered from 1862 to 1968 for all individuals in all five 
parishes. 

From 2012/2013, the database is being extended in three different ways across time 
and space. First, we have come a long way in the process of linking the existing data in 
SEDD to data from Statistics Sweden (SCB), from 1968 onwards. Permission from the 
Regional Ethical Committee was granted in 2012. SCB is presently coordinating the 
development of the new multi-register with data from the National Board of Health 
and Welfare, the Military Archives, the Swedish Defence Recruitment Agency, SEB and 
SEDD. Second, information on education, stature and health has been added. We have 
included reports from midwives covering the period from the mid-19th century to the 
mid-20th century. This will be supplemented by information for the remaining part of 
the period. We are currently also collecting information on height for males based on 
muster records covering the period from the early-19th century to the mid-20th 
century. We will also add information on education and health from school records. 
Third, we have begun the extension of the database to an urban environment. The aim 
is to register the same information as for the five mainly rural parishes. At present, 
data from both church records and tax registers for the period 1956-1968 has been 
registered. 

The extensions of the database in the last years have made SEDD totally unique in 
Sweden. Also from an international perspective it constitutes one of very few 
databases of equivalent standard and magnitude, in which a micro-population can be 
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followed from preindustrial times until today, including information not only on 
demographic events, but also on the social and economic context of individuals. 

In addition to SEDD, the The Swedish Longitudinal Immigration Database (SLI) is CED’s 
flexible database for studying immigrant integration and health. Currently, the 
database contains information from 1968 until 2001, covering roughly 550,000 
individuals from 16 countries. SLI has since 2011 been updated to meet new research 
needs. In addition to updating the timeframe up until 2010, the data will be expanded 
to encompass the entire population of immigrants and their families, as well as a 
native control population.  

FinSwed, another in-house immigration database, allows the study of about 90% of all 
migration flows between Finland and Sweden and between Sweden and Finland 1885-
2008. The basic data on the individuals’ characteristics is annual, while the migration 
statistics are monthly. Since individuals are linked between the Swedish and Finnish 
data sets, one can observe their movements between the two countries, and follow 
the same individual in each country. 

5. CED research projects and other activities 

2011 

Members of the Centre were during 2011 very successful in securing new external 
research funding. Dan-Olof Rooth, Maria Stanfors and Magnus Carlsson received 2.82 
million SEK for the project ”Gender, competence and career. A longitudinal study of 
incomes, choice of work, and family formation among highly educated men and 
women in Sweden 1990-2009”; Petter Lundborg, Dan-Olof Rooth and Paul Nystedt 
were granted 3 million SEK for “The relation between health in youth and incomes 
later in life. A study on labor market outcomes among cohorts of military enlistments 
1969-1997”; and Jonas Helgertz was awarded a postdoctoral project on "Life-course 
perspective study of the connection between health in early childhood and 
socioeconomic outcomes later in life". 

As the only Master program in Economic History in Sweden, the program in Economic 
Demography received the rating “Very High Quality” in the 2011 evaluation by the 
Swedish National Agency for Higher Education (HSV). This shows that we achieved our 
aim of top educational quality in addition to the already established research 
excellence. The evaluations were based on the academic quality of the students' 
individual exam work and on the students' evaluation of the respective programs as 
well as the self-evaluations of the departments responsible for the programs. 

CED internal projects that were granted funding in October 2010 (for research carried 
out in 2011), included;  
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I. “Early life conditions and adult health – age at immigration and physical and 
cognitive outcomes in a sample of immigrant brothers at age 18” – Dan-Olof 
Rooth & Paul Nystedt 

II. “Health Insurance, Abortion Policies, and Women's Choice of Contraception in 
the United States” – Maria Stanfors & Josephine Jacobs 

III. “Social structure and social mobility during the industrialization phase of 
Sweden” – Patrick Svensson 

IV. “The impact of social capital and material conditions over time on health: a 
longitudinal comparative UK-Sweden study with implications for health policy” 
– Giuseppe Giordano/Martin Lindström 

V. “Early Life Conditions, Later Life Outcomes, and Intergenerational Spillover 
Effects” – Petter Lundborg 

VI. ”Vem tog hand om de äldre? Boende, försörjning och omsorg 1850-1950” 
[“Who took care of the elderly? Living conditions, support and care 1850-
1950”] – Mats Olsson, Per Gunnar Edebalk, Martin Dribe 

VII. “Analyzing the determinants of sickness abscence using duration analysis, 
1985-2001” – Jonas Helgertz, Wolfgang Hess 

VIII. ”Betydelsen av tidiga faktorer för barns hälsa. En studie av barn i Malmö” “[The 
impact of early factors for children’s health. A study of children in Malmö”] – 
Kristina Hansen/Maria Rosvall 

IX. “A longitudinal multilevel analysis of socioeconomic disparities in 
cardiovascular diseases: questioning past evidence with new methodological 
approaches” – Juan Merlo 

Also, funding of conference participation and presentation of papers were granted to 
two of CED’s members: Luciana Quaranta and Tina Hannemann 

2012 

CED and the other 19 research environments that received the 10-year Linnaeus grant 
for excellent research from the Swedish Research Council in 2006 were evaluated by 
international committees in February 2012. CED was one out of four environments 
granted excellent marks and as a result received topped up funding (10% increase) for 
the second 5-year period. The evaluation committee praised CED’s pioneering research 
and its research school. CED is aligned with the vision of the university: 
interdisciplinary, internationalization, and visibility; a role model for other groups, 
according to the evaluation committee. Consequently, CED is “regarded internationally 
as one of the key demographic institutes in Europe.” 

Researchers at CED received external funding for eight new projects in 2012. Staffan 
Blomberg funding for a project on “Social care for the elderly”; Juan Merlo was 
awarded funding for a project on “Traumatic events in childhood and later life health”; 
Therese Nilsson received funding for a project on “Income and health effects of free 
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maternal care”; Maria Stanfors received funding for two projects, “Educational 
homogamy, gender, and increasing income differentials across Europe” and “Gender 
differences on the labour market”; Kirk Scott was awarded 3,6 million SEK for a project 
on “Second generation immigrant educational careers”; Patrick Svensson received 3,9 
million SEK for research on “Inequality in a historical perspective”; Mats Olsson was 
granted funding for a project on “Comparative historical research”); and Martin Dribe 
3,2 million SEK for funding  for the development of the Scanian Economic-
Demographic Database (SEDD). In addition, the Centre initiated new research 
collaborations both on immigration and population ageing with various centres in 
Europe as well as with the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.  

Members of the Centre also won prizes in 2012: Jeff Nielsen for his Master thesis on 
gender and time-use, Stefan Öberg for best paper (subject was on socioeconomic 
factors and heights) by a young scholar at the European Population Conference in 
Stockholm, Sol Juarez and Juan Merlo for a poster on birth-weights, and Barbara 
Revuelta Eugercios and Sol Juarez for their respective PhD-theses.  

CED internal projects that were granted funding in October 2011 (for research carried 
out in 2012) included;  

I. “Questioning association between social capital and health: A longitudinal 
investigation employing multilevel and family-based designs” – Giuseppe 
Giordano 

II. “The impact of social capital and material conditions over time on health: a 
longitudinal comparative UK-Sweden study with implications for health policy” 
– Giuseppe Giordano/Martin Lindström 

III. “Socioeconomic and geographical differences in disability pension: a multilevel 
analysis in Andalusia, Spain” – Kristina Karlsdotter/Juan Merlo 

IV. “Betydelse av olika teoretiska modeller för att förklara socioekonomiska 
skillnader I levnadsvillkor, levnadsvanor och hälsa i vuxenlivet” [”The 
importance of different theoretical models to explain socioeconomic 
differences in living conditions, habits and healths in adulthood”] – Birgit 
Modén/Maria Rosvall 

Also funding of conference participation and presentation of papers was granted to six 
of CED’s members: Haodong Qi, Jonas Helgertz, Petter Lundborg, Jeffrey Nielsen, 
Dan-Olof Rooth and Maria Stanfors. 

Dissertations 2011-2012 

Recent dissertations at the Centre include Tina Hannemann, Ph.D. student in Economic 
History, who defended her thesis on “Socioeconomic differences in the onset of 
cardiovascular disease in contemporary Sweden” on  December 17, 2012; Åsa 
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Ljungvall, Ph.D. student in Economics, who defended her thesis on “Economic 
perspectives on the obesity epidemic” on November 11, 2012; Carl Johan Winberg, Ph. 
D student in Social Epidemiology at SUS, Malmö, who defended his thesis on “The 
epidemiology of childhood celiac disease” on December 6, 2012; Erika Werner, Ph. D 
student at the School of Social Work, who defended her thesis on “Thought and 
preparation for retirement” on April 20, 2012; Giuseppe Nicola Giordano, Ph.D. 
student in Social Epidemiology who defended his thesis on “Social capital and self-
rated health” on May 8, 2012; and Elisabeth Mangrio, Ph.D. student in Social Medicine, 
who defended her thesis on “Epidemiological studies of socio-demographic factors, 
early life factors, health, and medical care consumption among small children” on 
December 9, 2011. 

6. CED Scientific Advisory Board 

From the formation of the CED in 2006/2007, an International Scientific Advisory Board 
has been appointed which has consisted of three well-known international senior 
scholars: Claudia Goldin, Professor of Economics, Harvard University, George Davey 
Smith, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology, University of Bristol, and Ronald D. Lee, 
Professor of Demography and Economics, UC Berkeley.  The board gives 
recommendations regarding the research programs, recruitment, collaborations, and 
other general issues. Between meetings of the CED board, the director maintains a 
continuous dialogue with the three members of the scientific advisory board. The 
board has been actively commenting on previous annual reports and other relevant 
reports from CED by telephone, e-mails and visits to Lund. The constellation of the 
board is unchanged since the founding of CED and the present members have agreed 
to continue to offer their expertise until further notice.  

7. CED researchers 

Between 2011-2012, the CED had roughly 30 senior researchers of which some are 
working more closely in several of the centres research activities and projects, and 
some are partly engaged in research and/or teaching performed at the CED and its 
Research School. In addition, the CED also has a number of national and foreign 
affiliated researchers who all have either worked at or visited the centre for a period of 
time or are otherwise involved in research conducted by the CED. 

 

Tommy Bengtsson, professor Economic history 
Andreas Bergh, associate professor Economics 
Staffan Blomberg, associate professor School of Social Works 
Kristian Bolin, professor Economics 
Benny Carlson, professor Economic history 
Martin Dribe, professor Economic history 
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Per Gunnar Edebalk, professor School of Social Works 
Jonas Helgertz, Ph.D. Economic history 
Sol Juarez, Post-doc researcher Centre for Economic Demography 
Tobias Karlsson, Ph.D. Economic history 
Martin Klinthäll, Ph.D. Economic history 
Agneta Kruse, Ph.D., senior lecturer Economics 
Jan Lanke, professor Statistics 
Martin Lindström, professor, senior 
physician 

Social medicine 

Petter Lundborg, professor Economics 
Christer Lundh, professor Economic history, Gothenburg University 
Carl Hampus Lyttkens, professor Economics 
Juan Merlo, professor Social medicine 
Therese Nilsson, Ph.D. Economics 
Martin Nordin, Ph.D. Economics 
Henrik Ohlsson, Ph.D. Social medicine 
Mats Olsson, professor Economic history 
Inga Persson, professor Economics 
Bárbara Revuelta, post-doc researcher Centre for Economic Demography 
Dan-Olof Rooth, professor Economics, Linnaeus University 
Maria Rosvall, associate professor, senior 
physician 

Social medicine 

Kirk Scott, associate professor Economic history 
Maria Stanfors, associate professor Economic history 
Patrick Svensson, associate professor Economic history 

8. Seminars 

One of the most vital regular activities at the CED has been its seminar series. From the 
start, it was considered a priority to find a format and platform for social interaction as 
well as research exchange over the disciplinary borders that are incorporated in the 
CED in its role as a multidisciplinary milieu. In general, every second week, a speaker 
either from within the CED or an invited guest researcher, gives a topical paper or 
presentation, often followed by some social arrangement. In the list below which 
shows all seminars held 2011-2012, the breadth and depth of the presented titles give 
a good illustration of the scientific coverage of the CED. 

13 December 2012: Martin Lindström, CED/LU “A life course perspective on economic 
stress and tobacco smoking: a population based study” (co-authored with Birgit 
Modén and Maria Rosvall) 

29 November 2012: George Ploubidis, London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine “Lifelong Socio Economic Position and biomarkers of later life health: A 
formal comparison of the critical period, accumulation and chains of risk hypotheses” 
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21 November 2012: Katrine Vellesen Löken, University of Bergen “Smoking Bans, 
Maternal Smoking and Birth Outcomes” 

15 November 2012: Åsa Ljungvall, CED/LU “Economic perspectives on the obesity 
epidemic” 

8 November 2012: Gunnar Malmberg, ALC, Umeå “Local ties and family migration” 

24 October 2012: Martha Bailey, University of Michigan Ann Arbor “Does Family 
Planning Increase Children’s Opportunities? Evidence from the U.S. War on Poverty 
and the Early Years of Title X” (co-authors Zoë M. McLaren and Olga Malkova) 

22 October 2012: James Lee, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology “Family 
Background and Access to Higher Education in China 1949-2009” 

18 October 2012: Anton Lager, CHESS, Stockholm, “Schooling, intelligence changes and 
adult all-cause mortality” 

11 October 2012: Luciana Quaranta, CED/LU “Early life conditions and offspring sex 
ratio at birth in 19th and 20th Century Scania” 

4 October 2012 Christofer Edling, Department of Sociology, LU “Personal networks and 
social capital of young Swedes” 

20 September 2012 Jonas Helgertz & Denny Vågerö, CED/LU and CHESS, Stockholm 
University “Direct and Indirect Effects of Early-Life Disadvantage: Can Intrauterine 
Growth Restriction Predict Disability Retirement?” 

6 September 2012: Bernard Harris, University of Southampton “The changing body: 
health, nutrition and human development in the western world since 1700” 

29 August 2012: Josephine Jacobs & Maria Stanfors, University of Toronto and CED/LU 
“The impact of state health insurance and abortion policy on women’s choice of 
contraceptive intensity in the United States” & “Racial and Ethnic Differences in 
Women’s Contraceptive Choice in the United States, 1995-2008” 

31 May 2012: Petter Lundborg, CED/Department of Economics “Parental Education 
and Offspring Outcomes: Evidence from the Swedish Compulsory Schooling Reform” 
(co-authored with Dan-Olof Rooth and Anton Nilsson 

24 May 2012: Hilde Bras, Department of History, Radboud University, Nijmegen 
“Family Systems, welfare regimes and fertility behavior in contemporary Europe from a 
social network perspective” 
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26 April 2012: Nick Giordano, CED/Department for Clinical Sciences “Social capital and 
Self-rated health: Testing association with longitudinal and multilevel methodologies” 

19 April 2012: Ernesto Silva, CED/ LU “Female Relative Income and Continued 
Childbearing in Sweden (1968-2009)” 

12 April 2012: Karin Halldén, Swedish Institute for Social Research, SOFI, Stockholm 
University “Attaining Authority: Cross national variation in the Gender Gap in High 
Authority Positions” 

29 March 2012: Bárbara Revuelta, CED/LU “Abandoned and illegitimate, a double 
mortality penalty? The experience of the Foundling Hospital of Madrid, 1890-1935” 

15 March 2012: Martin Bøg, Department of Economics, Erasmus University Rotterdam 
“Blindfolded Recruiting” ( co-authored with Erik Kranendonk) 

16 February 2012: Sol Juarez, CED/LU “Testing the epidemiological paradox in Spain: 
Birth outcomes in the population of Madrid” (co-authored with George B. Ploubidis 
and Lynda Clarke) 

9 February 2012: Tina Hannemann & Kirk Scott, CED/LU “Labor migration and 
cardiovascular disease in Sweden” 

2 February 2012: Herdis Steingrimsdottir, Copenhagen Business School “Access to the 
Birth Control Pill and the Career Plans of Young Men and Women” 

26 January 2012: Therese Nilsson, CED/Department of Economics, LU “”¿Lo que no 
mata, engorda?” The impact of the 1918 Spanish Flu Epidemic on Economic 
Performance in Sweden” (co-authored with Martin Karlsson and Stefan Pichler) 

8 December 2011: David Hacker, CED/LU and Bingham University/SUNY “Ready, 
Willing, and Able? Bottlenecks to the Onset of Fertility Decline in the United States” 

24 November 2011: Kelly Ragan, Stockholm School of Economics “Sex and the Single 
Girl: The Role of Culture in Contraception Demand” 

 10 November 2011: Thomas Eriksson, Department of Economics, LU “Does early life 
condition determine your retirement decision?” 

27 October 2011: Jens Bonke, Rockwool Foundation, Köpenhamn “Do morning-type 
people earn more than evening-type people?” 

13 October 2011: Jonathan Fox, Max Planck Institute, Rostock “Urban Fertility 
Responses to Local Government Programs: Evidence from the 1923-1932 U.S” (co-
authored with Mikko Myrskylä) 
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29 September 2011: Martin Nordin, CED/ LU “Explaining socioeconomic inequalities in 
drug utilization for Sweden 2005-2006: Evidence from linked survey and register data” 
(co-authored with Margaretha Dackehag & Ulf Gerdtham) 

15 September 2011: Pernilla Andersson Joona, Swedish Institute for Social Research, 
SOFI “The price for flexibility - the temp worker wage gap in Sweden” (co-authored 
with Eskil Wadensjö) 

8 September 2011: J. David Hacker, CED/LU and Bingham University, SUNY “A Census-
Based Count of the Civil War Dead”  

8 September 2011: Francesco Scalone, CED/LU and Universitá di Bologna “Testing 
indirect techniques of fertility estimations by using the NAPP database: examples of 
application of Child-Woman Ratio and Own-Children Method to the 1900 Sweden and 
Norway censuses”  

26 May 2011: Claudia Goldin, Henry Lee Professor of Economics at Harvard University 
“Career-Family Conundrum” 

16 May 2011: Julia Jennings, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill “Household 
Structure and Dynamics in Northern Orkney, Scotland, 1851-1901” 

 29 April 2011: Sol Pía Juárez,  IEGD, Centro de Ciencias Humanas y Sociales, Madrid 
“Are immigrants’ babies heavier than natives? Studying the low birth weight paradox 
in Spain” 

28 April 2011: Pål Schøne, Institute for Social Research, Oslo “Imitation, Contagion, and 
Exertion – Do Colleagues’ Sickness Absences Influence your Absence Behaviour?” (co-
authored with Harald Dale-Olsen and Kjersti Misje Nilsen) 

19 April 2011: Bárbara Revuelta, Spanish National Research Council, Madrid “Shared 
destinies: death clustering in the Foundling Hospital of Madrid at the beginning of the 
20th century” 

15 April 2011: Silvia Melzer, Institut für Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung (IAB), 
Nürnberg  “Reconsidering the Influence of Education on Migration from East to West 
Germany” 

14 April 2011: Helga de Valk, Interface Demography, Brussels “Inter- and 
intragenerational ties among the second generation: determinants and effects on the 
transition to adulthood” 

11 April 2011: Elisabetta De Cao, Bocconi University, Milano “The height production 
function from birth to early adulthood”  
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31 March 2011: Erik Plug, University of Amsterdam “Sexual Prejudice, Sexual 
Orientation and Segregation” 

24 March 2011: Torkild Hovde Lyngstad, Department of Sociology and Human 
Geography, Oslo University ”Better late or never? Parents' union dissolution and 
children's educational achievement” (co-authored with Wendy Sigle Rushton) 

10 March 2011: Jonas Nordström, Department of Economics, LU “Economic policies for 
healthier food intake: the impact on different household categories” (co-authored with 
Linda Thunström) 

24 February 2011: Alexia Fürnkranz-Prskawetz, Vienna Institute of Demography 
“National transfer accounts for Austria. Implications for the projections of life cycle 
deficits, demographic dividends and support ratio” 

17 February 2011: Andres Palacio, CED/LU “Socioeconomic inequalities in child health 
in Colombia, between 1981 and 2005” 

3 February 2011: Nina Smith, School of Economics and Management, Århus university 
“Statistical Discrimination and Gender differences in promotion patterns into CEO and 
Vice-President positions in Denmark” (co-authored with Valdemar Smith and Mette 
Verner) 

31 January 2011: George Alter, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor “Stopping & Spacing: 
Fertility Control in Historic Europe and Contemporary Africa”  

24 January 2011: Chiara Seghieri, Laboratorio Management e Sanitá, Scuola Superiore 
Sant'Anna, Pisa “Performance evaluation of health care systems: a new challenge for 
Italy. The experience of the Tuscany Region” 

20 January 2011: Martin Hällsten, Swedish Institute for Social Research, SOFI, 
Stockholm University “The delinquency gap between children of immigrants and 
children of native Swedes” (co-authored with Ryszard Szulkin and Jerzy Sarnecki) 

9. Publications 
Please note that publications with more than one author affiliated with the CED are 
shown under each authors’ name and thus will appear several times in the lists below. 

a. 2012 (* indicates publications in international journals) 

Author Title Journal/Publisher 
Bengtsson, 
Tommy 

Välfärden i ett åldrande Sverige – en 
framtidsskiss i historisk belysning 

Liber 

Bengtsson, 
Tommy 

Are we getting sick of low incomes? NIDI/Ando 
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Bergh, 
Andreas 

Blir vi sjuka av inkomstskillnader?  En 
introduktion till sambanden mellan 
inkomst, ojämlikhet och hälsa 

Studentlitteratur 

*Bergh, 
Andreas 

The growth effects of institutional 
instability 

Journal of Institutional 
Economics 

*Blomberg, 
Staffan 

Fidelity and moderating factors in 
complex interventions: A case study of 
a continuum of care program for frail 
elderly people in health and social care 

Implementation Science 

*Blomberg, 
Staffan 

Care planning at home: a way to 
increase the influence of older people? 

International Journal of 
Integrated Care 

Bohman, 
Magnus 

Tionde och vad mera dem tillkommer. 
Prästtiondelängder som källmaterial 
för undersökningar av 
bondejordbrukets djurhållning under 
den agrara revolutionen cirka 1700-
1870 

Historisk Tidskrift 

*Bolin, 
Kristian 

The Cost Effectiveness of Newer 
Epilepsy Treatments: A Review of the 
Literature on Partial-Onset Seizures 

PharmacoEconomics 

*Bolin, 
Kristian 

Economic Evaluation of Smoking-
Cessation Therapies: A Critical and 
Systematic Review of Simulation 
Models. 

PharmacoEconomics 

Carlson, 
Benny 

Somalier på arbetsmarknaden - har 
Sverige något att lära? 

Fritze : 
Stadsrådsberedningen, 
Regeringskansliet 

Dribe, 
Martin 

Childbearing and longevity - the 
contribution of historical demography 

NIDI/Ando 

*Dribe, 
Martin 

If the landlord so wanted… Family, 
farm production and land transfers in 
the manorial system 

Economic History Review 

*Dribe, 
Martin 

Intermarriage, Value Context and 
Union Dissolution: Sweden 1990-2005 

European Journal of 
Population 

*Dribe, 
Martin 

Manorialisme et gestion du risque 
dans la société préindustrielle La 
Suède aux XVIIIe et XIXe siècles 

Annales. Histoire, Sciences 
Sociales 

*Dribe, 
Martin 

Marriage seasonality and the 
industrious revolution: southern 
Sweden, 1690-1895 

Economic History Review 

*Dribe, 
Martin 

Social Mobility and Demographic 
Behaviour: Long Term Perspectives 

Demographic Research 

Dribe, 
Martin 

Socioeconomic Status and Net Fertility 
in the Demographic Transition: 
Sweden in 1900 – A Preliminary 
Analysis 

Forum 
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*Dribe, 
Martin 

Was the Manorial System an Efficient 
Insurance Institution? Economic Stress 
and Demographic Response in 
Sweden, 1749–1859 

European Review of 
Economic History 

Edebalk, Per 
Gunnar 

Den nya äldreomsorgen Äldre i centrum 

*Giordano, 
Giuseppe 
Nicola 

Social capital and self-rated health – a 
study of temporal (causal) 
relationships  

Social Science & Medicine 

Giordano, 
Giuseppe 
Nicola 

Social Capital and Self-rated Health: 
testing association with longitudinal 
and multilevel methodologies  

Doctoral dissertation 
Lund University, Faculty of 
Medicine Doctoral 
Dissertation Series  

Hannemann, 
Tina 

It Breaks a Man's Heart - 
Socioeconomic Differences in the 
Onset of Cardiovascular Disease in 
Contemporary Sweden 

Doctoral dissertation 
Department of Economic 
History, Lund University 

*Hansen, 
Kristina 

Economic stress in childhood and 
adulthood, and self-rated health: a 
population based study concerning risk 
accumulation, critical period and social 
mobility 

BMC Public Health 

*Hansson, 
Åsa 

Tax policy and entrepreneurship: 
Empirical evidence from Sweden 

Small Business Economics 

Hess, 
Wolfgang 

The duration of trade revisited. 
Continuous-time versus discrete-time 
hazards 

Empirical Economics 

Juarez, Sol 
Pia 

Migration and Health. The relationship 
between self-assessment of health and 
diagnosed morbidity in young adults 

Anales de Psicologia 

*Juarez, Sol 
Pia 

The quality of vital statistics for 
studying perinatal health: the Spanish 
case 

Paediatric and perinatal 
epidemiology 

*Klinthäll, 
Martin 

The Opening of the North-South 
Divide. Cumulative causation, 
household income disparity and the 
regional bonus in Taiwan 1976-2005 

Structural Change and 
Economic Dynamics 

*Lanke, Jan A real-time statistical alarm method 
for mobile gamma spectrometry-
Combining counts of pulses with 
spectral distribution of pulses 

Nuclear Instruments & 
Methods In Physics Research 
Section A-Accelerators 
Spectrometers Detectors And 
Associated Equipment 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Social determinants of health - A 
question of social or economic capital? 
Interaction effects of socioeconomic 
factors on health outcomes 

Social Science & Medicine 
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*Lindström, 
Martin 

Social capital and self-rated health – a 
study of temporal (causal) 
relationships  

Social Science & Medicine 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Marital status, social capital and health 
locus of control: A population-based 
study.  

Public Health 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Marital status, social capital, economic 
stress, and mental health: A 
population-based study 

Social Science Journal 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Marital status and generalized trust in 
other people: A population-based 
study  

Social Science Journal 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Socioeconomic status, labour market 
connection, and self-rated 
psychological health: The role of social 
capital and economic stress. 

Scandinavian Journal of 
Public Health 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Economic stress in childhood and 
adulthood, and self-rated health: a 
population based study concerning risk 
accumulation, critical period and social 
mobility  

BMC Public Health 

*Lindström, 
Martin 

Experience of violation during the past 
3 months, social capital, and self-rated 
health: A population-based study 

Scandinavian Journal of 
Public Health 

Ljungvall, 
Åsa 

Economic perspectives on the obesity 
epidemic 

Doctoral dissertation 
Lund Economic Studies, Lund 
University 

*Ljungvall, 
Åsa 

Bigger bodies: Long-term trends and 
disparities in obesity and body-mass 
index among U.S. adults, 1960-2008. 

Social Science & Medicine 

*Lundborg, 
Petter 

Getting Ready for the Marriage 
Market? Further Comment 

Journal of Biosocial Science 

*Lundborg, 
Petter 

Getting Ready for the Marriage 
Market? A Response 

Journal of Biosocial Science 

*Lyttkens, 
Carl Hampus 

Efficient but getting wet feet. A not-
entirely-frivolous note on the side-
effects of growth-promoting 
institutions 

Economics Letters 

Lyttkens, 
Carl Hampus 

Ekonomisk matchningsteori – hjälp vid 
njurtransplantation 

Läkartidningen 

*Lyttkens, 
Carl Hampus 

Review of Peter Fibiger Bang "The 
Roman bazaar. A comparative study of 
trade and markets in a tributary 
empire 

Scandinavian Economic 
History Review 
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*Merlo, 
Juan 

Mother's country of birth and 
prescription of psychotropic 
medication in Swedish adolescents: a 
life course approach. 

BMJ Open 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Cohort Profile: Residential and non-
residential environments, individual 
activity spaces and cardiovascular risk 
factors and diseases--The RECORD 
Cohort Study 

International Journal of 
Epidemiology 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Commentary: Weighing up the Dead 
and Missing: Reflections on Inverse-
probability Weighting and Principal 
Stratification to Address Truncation by 
Death. 

Epidemiology 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

An Interactive Mapping Tool to Assess 
Individual Mobility Patterns in 
Neighborhood Studies  

American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Comment to "Socioeconomic position 
and education in patients with coeliac 
disease" 

Digestive and liver disease : 
official journal of the Italian 
Society of Gastroenterology 
and the Italian Association for 
the Study of the Liver 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Socioeconomic factors and 
concomitant diseases are related to 
the risk for venous thromboembolism 
during long time follow-up 

Journal of Thrombosis and 
Thrombolysis 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Bringing the individual back to small-
area variation studies: A multilevel 
analysis of all-cause mortality in 
Andalusia, Spain. 

Social Science & Medicine 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Associations of Supermarket 
Characteristics with Weight Status and 
Body Fat: A Multilevel Analysis of 
Individuals within Supermarkets 
(RECORD Study) 

PLoS One 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Acculturation and celiac disease risk in 
second-generation immigrants: a 
nationwide cohort study in Sweden 

Scandinavian Journal of 
Gastroenterology 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Timing of surgery for hip fracture and 
in-hospital mortality: a retrospective 
population-based cohort study in the 
Spanish National Health System  

BMC Health Services 
Research 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Revisiting the risk of celiac disease in 
children born small for gestational age: 
A sibling design perspective 

Scandinavian Journal of 
Gastroenterology 
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*Merlo, 
Juan 

Coeliac disease in children: a social 
epidemiological study in Sweden  

Acta Paediatrica 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Sex differences in coeliac disease risk: 
A Swedish sibling design study 

Digestive and liver disease : 
official journal of the Italian 
Society of Gastroenterology 
and the Italian Association for 
the Study of the Liver 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Revisiting causal neighborhood effects 
on individual ischemic heart disease 
risk: A quasi-experimental multilevel 
analysis among Swedish siblings 

Social Science & Medicine 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Increased registration of hypertension 
and cancer diagnoses after the 
introduction of a new reimbursement 
system 

Scandinavian Journal of 
Primary Health Care 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

How are immigrant background and 
gender associated with the utilisation 
of psychiatric care among adolescents? 

Social Psychiatry and 
Psychiatric Epidemiology 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Congenital Anomalies and Childhood 
Celiac Disease: A Swedish Register-
based Study 

Journal of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology and 
Nutrition 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

International differences in self-
reported health measures in 33 major 
metropolitan areas in Europe  

European Journal of Public 
Health 

*Merlo, 
Juan 

Socioeconomic Position, Comorbidity, 
and Mortality in Aortic Aneurysms: A 
13-Year Prospective Cohort Study 

Annals of Vascular Surgery 

Modén, 
Birgit 

Epidemiological studies of risk factors 
for injuries in an adult population 

Dissertation 
Lund University, Faculty of 
Medicine Doctoral 
Dissertation Series  

*Nilsson, 
Therese 

Multidimensional inequality in Zambia Encyclopaedia of Quality of 
Life Research  

Nilsson, 
Therese 

Blir vi sjuka av inkomstskillnader? En 
introduktion till sambanden mellan 
inkomst, ojämlikhet och hälsa 

Studentlitteratur 

*Nystedt, 
Paul 

Getting Ready for the Marriage 
Market? Further Comment 

Journal of Biosocial Science 

*Nystedt, 
Paul 

Getting Ready for the Marriage 
Market? A Response 

Journal of Biosocial Science 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Socioeconomic Position, Comorbidity, 
and Mortality in Aortic Aneurysms: A 
13-Year Prospective Cohort Study 

Annals of Vascular Surgery 
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*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Socioeconomic factors and 
concomitant diseases are related to 
the risk for venous thromboembolism 
during long time follow-up 

Journal of Thrombosis and 
Thrombolysis 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Revisiting causal neighborhood effects 
on individual ischemic heart disease 
risk: A quasi-experimental multilevel 
analysis among Swedish siblings 

Social Science & Medicine 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Coeliac disease in children: a social 
epidemiological study in Sweden 

Acta Paediatrica 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Family history as a risk factor for 
recurrent hospitalization for lone atrial 
fibrillation: a nationwide family study 
in Sweden 

BMC Cardiovascular 
Disorders 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Physical Activity and Concordance 
between Objective and Perceived 
Walkability 

Medicine & Science in Sports 
& Exercise 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Genetic and Familial Environmental 
Influences on the Risk for Drug Abuse: 
A National Swedish Adoption Study 

Archives of General 
Psychiatry 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Is acculturation associated with 
physical activity among female 
immigrants in Sweden? 

Journal of Public Health 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Walkability parameters, active 
transportation and objective physical 
activity: moderating and mediating 
effects of motor vehicle ownership in a 
cross-sectional study 

International Journal of 
Behavioral Nutrition and 
Physical Activity 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Association between multi-dose drug 
dispensing and drug treatment 
changes 

European Journal of Clinical 
Pharmacology 

*Ohlsson, 
Henrik 

Self-employment of immigrants and 
natives in Sweden - a multilevel 
analysis 

Entrepreneurship and 
Regional Development 

*Olsson, 
Mats 

Female farming. Persistence and 
economic performance of Swedish 
widows from 1730-1860 

The History of the Family 

*Olsson, 
Mats 

If the landlord so wanted… Family, 
farm production and land transfers in 
the manorial system 

Economic History Review 

*Olsson, 
Mats 

Manorialisme et gestion du risque 
dans la société préindustrielle La 
Suède aux XVIIIe et XIXe siècles 

Annales. Histoire, Sciences 
Sociales 

*Olsson, 
Mats 

Was the Manorial System an Efficient 
Insurance Institution? Economic Stress 
and Demographic Response in 
Sweden, 1749–1859 

European Review of 
Economic History 
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*Quaranta, 
Luciana 

Migrants and the Diffusion of Low 
Marital Fertility in Belgium 

Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History 

*Revuelta 
Eugercios, 
Bárbara  

Releasing Mother's Burdens: Child 
Abandonment and Retrieval in Madrid, 
1890-1935 

Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

The Shape of the Income Distribution 
and Economic Growth – Evidence from 
Swedish Labour Market Regions 

Scottish Journal of Political 
Economy 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

The Power of Media and Changes in 
Discriminatory Behavior among  
Employers 

 Journal of Media Economics 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

Uncertainty and international return 
migration: some evidence from linked 
register data 

Applied Economics Letters 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

Three Generations in the New World. 
Labor Market Outcomes of Swedish 
Americans in the United States, 1880-
2000 

Scandinavian Economic 
History Review 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

Warm and Competent Hassan = Cold 
And Incompetent Eric: The Harsh 
Equation of Real-life Hiring 
Discrimination 

Basic and Applied Social 
Psychology 

*Rooth, 
Dan-Olof 

Revealing Taste-Based Discrimination 
in Hiring: A Correspondence Testing 
Experiment with Geographic Variation 

Applied Economics Letters 

*Rosvall, 
Maria 

Marital status, social capital and health 
locus of control: A population-based 
study  

Public Health 

*Rosvall, 
Maria 

Marital status, social capital, economic 
stress, and mental health: A 
population-based study  
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10. International collaborations 

The Centre has a large international collaboration within PhD education, which is 
reported under the CED’s Research School (below). A new initiative in comparative 
research collaboration on the micro-demography of 20th-century Europe and America, 
the EurAmerica Project, was recently taken by members of the CED. A first meeting 
with invited researchers working on large demographic and economic register 
databases in a number of European countries (France, Italy, The Netherlands, Spain, 
and Sweden), and the U.S. and Canada, was held in 2011 in Sweden. At the meeting 
substantial gains from international comparisons of data were identified. At future 
meetings details for data management and research areas will be further developed. 
Participants in this collaboration include researchers at Netherlands Interdisciplinary 
Demographic Institute (NIDI) and Virtual Knowledge Studio (VKS), the Netherlands; the 
Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah in the US; three different 
universities in Canada; Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique (INRA) and 
Institut National d’Études Démographiques (INED) in France, in addition to colleagues 
at two universities in Italy, one in Spain and one in the Netherlands. CED has also 
continued its collaborations within the EurAsia Project on Population and Family 
History (EAP), involving scholars from six countries. 

CED is also founding member of the ESF project European Historical Population Sample 
Network (EHPS), which aims at developing tools to standardise the data structure to 
make data management and comparative research more efficient. 

11. In media 

Starting in 2012, the CED has regularly posted press and media activities on the CED’s 
website when members of the CED have presented research of public interest. The 
following is a sample of such interesting media events that year. 
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 In November 2012 Benny Carlson at CED and the Department of Economic History at 
Lund University and Sofia Rönnqvist, a former colleague at CED and presently at 
Malmö University, together with Karin Magnusson (also at Malmö University), 
presented a study commissioned by the Commission on the Future, on the difficulties 
of Somali immigrants to enter the labor market in Sweden when compared to how this 
has been achieved in the UK, Canada and the US. Besides structural and short-term 
economic obstacles that have hindered the entrance of Somalis, it is important, 
according to Carlson and his colleagues, to learn from the locally adapted model of 
integration that has been applied in these other countries. There, ethnic organizations 
have taken part in the formation and introduction of new immigrants into the new 
environment and the local labor markets. 

In October 2012, associate professor Andreas Bergh and PhD Therese Nilsson, both 
members of the Department of Economics and of the CED, presented a recently 
published book by themselves and colleague Daniel Waldenström. The book is titled 
"Does income differences make us sick?" (publisher Studentlitteratur) and their study 
is an introduction to the causality between income, inequality and health. The book 
was discussed in several Swedish newspapers such as Dagens Nyheter and Svenska 
Dagbladet and at the Swedish Book Fair in Gothenburg. 

In an article in Sydsvenska Dagbladet in September 2012, CED researcher and associate 
professor Maria Stanfors argues for a shift away from cut-backs and deterioration of 
maternity health care, both from an individual perspective and from a social welfare 
point of view. By decreasing the resources invested in maternity care not only will the 
reproductive health of women be endangered but also the long term objective of 
increased gender equality in society is under threat. The fact that the elderly 
population in Sweden will continue to grow is further argument for encouraging 
women to have children instead of, as often is the case, making it difficult for women 
in labor to even rely on being able to be give birth at their nearest maternity ward. 

In April 2012, Benny Carlson, one of the Centre's members was interviewed in Danish 
Jyllandsposten on the issue of Swedish immigration policy and specifically related to 
his own research on the Somali immigrant group in Sweden. That same month, the 
CED’s director Tommy Bengtsson along with a number of Swedish researchers gave 
their view on the present state of affairs in Sweden when interviewed on the theme 
"Welfare, equality, growth: the sense of crisis in Sweden".  The article was written by 
Gabriele Catania working for INKIESTA. 

In February 2012, Tommy Bengtsson and Kirk Scott were interviewed on retirement, 
longevity, welfare states and the financial crisis by Population Europe. In the press 
release, research is presented on the consequences of population ageing on pension 
systems in Europe. Tommy and Kirk discussed the calculations they have presented on 
necessary changes for Sweden and said that their studies show that a gradual increase 
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in the minimum retirement age to 70.5 years over the next several decades will be 
enough to maintain the standard of living we have today. This equates to an increase 
in the retirement age of around one month per calendar year. 

12. The Research School 

As during the first years, we have had a yearly conference for PhD students, and 
developed intensive courses on substantive issues, for example on the historical on 
early-life stress factors as well as methodological workshops. The focus of the research 
school changed somewhat, if only temporarily, in 2009. The CED was chosen as host 
for the European Doctoral School of Demography (EDSD), a one-year training program 
for PhD students in demography.  
 
This programme rotates between a number of universities and research institutes 
throughout Europe, and is supported with teaching sponsored by the participating 
institutes. The host institute is responsible for housing and travel expenses for the 
teachers, as well as coordination of the EDSD. From April 2009 to August 2011, the 
majority of the research school’s resources have been placed into the operation of 
EDSD, which was terminated in Lund in August 2011 and handed over for a two-year 
stay at the Autonomous University of Barcelona. During this period, 38 students (19 
per year) were provided office space and intensive courses –the first two months the 
courses were placed at the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research in Rostock, 
and then from November to July all courses were held in Lund. The full-time character 
of the EDSD required a reorganization of the research school, with a much greater 
amount of administration. 
 
CED’s involvement in the EDSD has continued over the period 2011-2012, supplying 
teachers in courses on historical demography and in consequences of population 
change as well as board members. 
 
The yearly two-day PhD candidate conference has proceeded as usual during this 
entire period. This conference is arranged every year in May, has space for 10-12 PhD 
candidates and is primarily open for students from Sweden or using Swedish data. The 
format of the conference is such that we invite senior researchers from a variety of 
fields to comment on the PhD candidates’ current work. Each student is allocated 50 
minutes for presentation / discussion of their papers, and then there is time for 
informal discussions during the evening activities. The research school pays travel, 
lodging, and food for the senior researchers, and lodging and food for the PhD 
students. The reason for not paying travel is that we expect the home institutions to 
provide their students with some funding as a sign of their support. During this 
conference, the members of the research school’s advisory board are invited to serve 
as discussants, and to assess what the school has done in the past year, and what 
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courses may be of interest to the home departments/universities of the advisory board 
members. 

The research school has also entered into a joint research training program called 
DemoDoc, which is partially financed by the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD). DemoDoc is a collaboration between Lund University, Rostock University, The 
University of Rome (La Sapienza), and the Autonomous University of Barcelona, and 
involves joint supervision of PhD students, and a summer school where demographic 
theories and methods are taught. The ultimate goal of DemoDoc is to develop a joint 
degree PhD programme, where Lund University and Rostock University will combine 
teaching facilities leading to a single degree jointly granted by the universities. 

Our courses have attracted students from all over Europe, plus the US and China, 
implying that the school has attracted members of many research groups. One 
important by-product of this is that it expands the international network of the CED, 
both among PhD students and senior researchers. A good example of this network 
development is that the CED has received two visiting researchers (for 6 months each) 
who chose to come to Lund for a period following their dissertations as a result of 
participating in an intensive course offered at the CED. 

The fact that the research school is associated with the CED has helped both in 
attracting teachers of high quality, but also in attracting students who have heard of 
the research being carried out at the CED. This collection of individuals from various 
disciplines has helped establish a dialogue across disciplinary borders. 

 


